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EDITOR’S LETTER

MUSTANGS WALK

This issue has special meaning for us as we honor two great men in the 
history of Midwestern State University. 

Dr. Jesse W. Rogers will retire in August after 48 years of dedicated service. 
He came to the university just upon the completion of his Ph.D. and 
soon found his home. Dr. Rogers has been at the forefront of guiding the 
university through key decisions since his appointment as Vice President for 
Academic Affairs in the late ‘70s. 

Last fall, we were saddened to learn about the passing of former President 
Louis J. Rodriguez. Dr. Rodriguez was a great advocate for this university 
and higher education. His tenure from 1981-2000 was instrumental to the 
growth and prominence of the university.

It is quite fitting that we honor these two individuals in the same issue as 
they worked together closely for a number of years and built an incredible 
legacy.

As we look back in this issue, we will also look toward the future. In 
September we welcomed Dr. Martin Camacho as Dean of the Lamar D. 
Fain College of Fine Arts. Through the generosity of Dr. Billie Doris McAda, 
the Graduate School has a new name and new opportunities. Additionally, 
the university announced the development of the Dillard Center for Energy 
Management.

Great things are taking place at the university and in the lives of our 
graduates. It is our desire to bring a little piece of MSU into your homes. 

Please enjoy this issue of Sunwatcher Magazine.

Be Loud. Be Proud.
Julie Gaynor, Director, Marketing & Public Information

Sport your best maroon and gold apparel on 
Fridays, snap a selfie, and upload to one of our 
social media sites. We want to see where you’ve 
taken MSU and where MSU has taken you.
   #livemaroon   #msuproud

Opening midsemester, Mustangs 
Walk gives an aesthetically 
pleasing and inviting feel 
to students as they walk 
through campus. The project 
was proposed when a master 
planning architect observed high 
pedestrian traffic in the area.

CLARIFICATION - In the fall Sunwatcher story “Top Gun,” Michael Theimer’s first rifle coach at 
Rider High School was JROTC Commandant Captain Charles Byars. Sgt. Maj. Cebran Van Horn 
was Midwestern’s ROTC rifle coach.

mailto:julie.gaynor@mwsu.edu
mailto:patricia.lowry@mwsu.edu
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

    Wherever I go it seems that someone remarks, “I’m amazed 
at what’s been happening at Midwestern—the sports teams, new 
degrees and specialties, more dorms and new academic buildings, 
the campus itself.” Typically the person then asks, “How have you 
done it?” My short answer is always, “With the help of a lot of 
good people.” 

    In the instance of the university’s sports program, “a lot of 
good people” includes a seasoned athletic director, talented 
coaches who know not only how to coach but also how to 
recruit athletes and build a winning team, and a group of loyal 
athletic supporters.  Since 2001, the end result has been 32 Lone 
Star Conference titles, 71 appearances in NCAA post-season 
playoffs, and athletes in five different sports competing in a 
national championship. Among other things, donors have helped 
to provide funds for the renovation of Ligon Coliseum, new 
uniforms, equipment, meals when teams are on the road, and, for 
the first time since a marching band was reorganized after the 
return of football, scholarships for band members.
   
    In recent years “a lot of good people” also have helped to 
enhance the university’s academic programming in ways that 
no one could have imagined twenty years ago. Leading the 
way in these efforts have been the MSU Provost and forward-
looking donors such as Ms. Beverly Bolin, Mr. and Mrs. Peyton 
Carnes, Dr. and Mrs. Walter Dalquest, Ms. Kay Dillard, Mr. Al 
Guinn, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Gunn, Mr. and Mrs. David Kimbell 
and the Kimbell family, Mr. and Mrs. James McCoy, and Mr. 
Bruce Redwine and a number of foundations, including the 
Bridwell Foundation, the Bryant Edwards Foundation, the Fain 
Foundation, the West Foundation, and the MSU Charitable 
Trust and MSU Foundation.  Twenty years ago who could have 
imagined that today Midwestern would offer a bachelor’s degree 
in mechanical engineering or that the program would have 
produced 129 graduates since the McCoy School of Engineering 
graduated its first class in May 2008? Who could have imagined 
that Petroleum Geology would return to the science curriculum 
or that the Department of Geology would receive $9 million 
in grants to purchase equipment for a Petroleum Geology 
laboratory? Who could have imagined that Midwestern would 
become one of the first universities in Texas to create an 
integrated energy development specialty as a part of its MBA 

degree or that it would undertake construction of a permanent 
field research station in the Chihuahua Desert on land donated 
by Dr. and Mrs. Walter Dalquest? Who could have imagined that 
scholarships awarded to President’s Scholars would quadruple 
over the past fourteen years as contributions to the President’s 
Excellence Circle have grown? Unimaginable twenty years ago, 
perhaps, yet each of these has been realized with the help of a lot 
of good people.   

    And who could have imagined two decades ago a new state-of-
the-art College of Business Administration building and student 
wellness center or two new modern dorms on Louis J. Rodriguez 
Drive? Who could have imagined handsome brick and stone 
markers standing along Taft Boulevard or a trio of magnificent 
bronze mustangs galloping on the south lawn of Ligon—or lush 
green space between Killingsworth Dorm and Clark Student 
Center?         

   Finally, twenty years ago who could have imagined the rebirth 
of the Wichita Falls Museum and Art Center as the Wichita 
Falls Museum of Art (WFMA) at Midwestern State University 
and subsequent grants to the WFMA in excess of $1 million—
including two major ones from The Priddy Foundation—to help 
to underwrite much needed renovation and construction projects? 
Who, indeed, could have imagined? Yet these things, too, have 
been accomplished with the help of a lot of good people.
 
    To all of those who have been a part of moving Midwestern 
forward during my time as president, I extend my deep 
appreciation. I will remember you always.  

  Wishing everyone the very best,

  Jesse W. Rogers 
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48
By the time of my retirement I will have spent 48 years 
at Midwestern. I believe that I will be able to say then 
what I say now: they have been good years and brought 
me a great deal of satisfaction, professionally and 
personally. Over the decades, the university has made 
significant advances, and I have been pleased to have 
been present to witness them.”

of
to
YEARS

DEVOTION
MSU

BY JULIE GAYNOR
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WWhen Dr. Jesse W. Rogers arrived at 
Midwestern University in 1967, he was 25 
years old and had just earned his Ph.D. in 
chemistry from Texas Christian University. 
His principal assignment at MU was to 
teach general inorganic chemistry and 
physical science. Additionally, he taught 
organic chemistry and physics as needed. Through the windows of his laboratory in 
Bolin Science Hall, Rogers would witness the growth of the campus. Little did the 
Fort Worth native know that he would one day lead the efforts in the advancement 
of Midwestern State University.

CLASSROOMS and LABORATORIES
“When I arrived, the south side of campus was not much more than a wheat 
field. There was a prairie dog town that I would watch while I waited on my 
experiments,” says Rogers. “I was a city boy and was intrigued that I had a prairie 
dog town outside my window that area folks would stop and visit.” That prairie 
dog town eventually became a parking lot to accommodate the growing student 
population. Beyond the prairie dog town he watched the construction of D.L. Ligon 
Coliseum that began about the time he arrived on campus.

Within three years Rogers was named Associate Professor and Chair of the 
Department of Chemistry. “I believe that the most rewarding years were my first 
12 as chair of the chemistry department and as professor of physics and chemistry,” 
says Rogers. Even as he became more interested in administration, his passion 
remained for those around him – the students. “I’ve always enjoyed meeting bright, 
motivated, hard-working young women and men and being reassured that there is 
hope for tomorrow.”

Through these years, Rogers conducted his research in the general area of organic 
and inorganic electrochemistry, but he was not alone. He accomplished his research 
with teams of undergraduate students. Many of these individuals earned medical 
and doctoral degrees. “Many of our students have succeeded even beyond my 
expectations for them. I love to speak with our distinguished alumni about what 
they are doing since leaving MSU and the role of the university in shaping their 
lives,” he says.  Each year from 1968 to 1985, Rogers was awarded a major
Robert A. Welch Foundation grant and other small grants for his research. 

Rogers was recognized for his teaching and research in 1972, when he was named 
Hardin Professor. The recognition is the highest honor bestowed upon a faculty 
member of the university each year. The usually humble Rogers does like to make 
one distinction about the award. “For the record, I want to point out that I was, 

(continued)



MSU | SUNWATCHER6

and remain, the youngest named Hardin 
Professor to date,” he says with a chuckle 
and a mischievous glint in his eyes.

He was named full professor in 1975 and 
then in 1978 he was named Vice President 
for Academic Affairs by President John 
Barker. In addition to his administrative 
duties, Rogers remained committed to his 
students. He taught a basic or advanced 
course every long semester through the 
2001-2002 school year. 

OFFICES and BOARD ROOMS
Rogers served as the chief academic officer 
for 23 years. During this time, he and his 
team led the initiative to develop and 
implement a core curriculum, becoming one 
of the first Texas schools to move beyond 
the typical 26- to 28-hour requirement. 
Today, that enhanced core is the standard 
adopted for Texas public universities.

“Professors such as John Meux, Dick King, 
and Baird Whitlock, who had attended 
some of the nation’s elite universities, 
convinced me that we needed a standard 
curriculum that would ensure that our 
freshmen and sophomores received a 
broad-based education,” says Rogers. 
“Having grown up in the Sputnik era, 
I had received an education heavy in 
mathematics and sciences. I was one 

who had failed to receive a broad-based 
education. As it would be, I moved into an 
area in my career that really required that 
knowledge.”

Another significant development during 
Dr. Rogers’ tenure in academic affairs was 
the reorganization of the university into 
divisions. As was typical of universities 
during that time period, the administration 
had become large with 17 departments. “We 
knew that the Baby Boom was not going 
to continue and that growth was going to 
slow,” says Rogers. “Developing a divisional 
system reduced costs and the administrative 
staff.” The new system was comprised of 
nine divisions, each with its own director.

About the time these two initiatives were 
taking place, the university was also looking 
for a successor for Barker. University 
regents turned to Rogers to lead during 
the interim because of his knowledge of 
state politics and higher education. In 1980, 
Rogers agreed to serve as interim president 
while the Board of Regents searched for a 
new leader.

One year later, the university hired
Dr. Louis J. Rodriguez as the eighth 
president of Midwestern State University. 
During the next 19 years, Rogers and 
Rodriguez worked together closely as 
they elevated the university’s identity and 
standing in higher education.

In 2001 Rogers was called upon by the 
Board of Regents to assume the leadership 
of Midwestern State University as its 
10th president. During Rogers’s tenure as 
president, the university has experienced 
growth in numerous areas including 
expanded academic programs, construction 
and renovation of campus facilities, and 
more than $90 million in funds raised. His 
influence in higher education has extended 
beyond MSU’s campus with service to the 
Texas Higher Education Coordinating 
Board, Southern Association of Colleges 
and Schools, and Council of Public 
University Presidents and Chancellors.

The view from his office window has 
drastically changed since his days of 
observing the prairie dog town. Today 

2 0 0 1 - 2 0 1 5
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

Membership in the Council of Public 
Liberal Arts Colleges (COPLAC)

Identified as a public liberal arts 
university through action by the

Texas Legislature

Named Best Value among public 
colleges and universities by 
Consumers Digest (2007)

Named in the Top 10 Universities for 
Lowest Out-of-State Tuition by U.S. 

News and World Reports (2011, 2014)

Accreditation of the Dillard College 
of Business Administration by the 

AACSB International

Accreditation of Exercise Physiology 
Programs by ASEP

Accreditation of the McCoy School of 
Engineering by ABET

Accreditation of the Ralph and Juanita 
Harvey School of Visual Arts by 

NASAD

Accreditation of the West College of 
Education by NCATE

Establishment of a mechanical 
engineering degree

Establishment of a graphic
design program

Establishment of a petroleum 
engineering certificate

Establishment of a petroleum 
geosciences program

Below is a sampling of strides 
made in MSU’s academic 
standing since Rogers 
became president in 2001.
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the landscape is filled with red-bricked 
buildings bustling with students 
representing all 50 states and 53 foreign 
countries. When Rogers retires later this 
year, more than 16,000 students will have 
walked across the commencement stage 
since he became president – representing 
more than half of all graduates from 
MSU. “The most rewarding things in our 
lives really cost us very little, with the 
exception of the effort we make,” says 
Rogers. “When I talk to and meet all the 
graduates I’ve had an opportunity to teach 
or mentor, it is very rewarding to know 
that I’ve made a difference in their lives. I 
really hope that I’ve had something to do 

with the graduates and their success in 
some small way.”

As Rogers surveys the campus from his 
office window, he takes great pride in 
knowing from where he came and all the 
people who have taken this journey with 
him.

“I’m going to miss the people 
who make Midwestern State 

University what it is – the 
students, my colleagues, 

the professors and so many 
others.”

The Wichitan editor Ethan 
Metcalf sat down with 
Rogers for a series of 
audio recordings titled 
“Presidential Ponderings: 
A Few Minutes with Jesse 
Rogers.” The collection 
offers unique and personal 
stories from Rogers 
regarding his years at MSU. 

Visit www.thewichitan.com 
and click on web exclusives.PR
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More than 16,000 students 
will have graduated from 
MSU since Rogers became 
president in 2001.

http://www.thewichitan.com/
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 “Words cannot adequately describe the feeling of having 
graduated from MSU. My body felt as if it was filling with some 
incredible, life-giving rush of wonderful goodness, pride and 
accomplishment as I walked out onto the floor of the Yeager 
Coliseum to Pomp and Circumstance,” he said.

EARLY YEARS
It was Monday, April 9, 1979, just one day before the infamous 
tornado slashed through Wichita Falls, that Chuck signed his 
letter of intent to play basketball for MSU coaching legend 
Gerald Stockton. But his dream to play basketball at the college 
level didn’t play out as he had intended. A knee injury kept him 
sidelined that first year and even with rehabilitation he was never 
able to develop the speed he needed to play for a Stockton team.

Quitting was never really
an option

Chuck Smith poses with his wife Theresa 
and grandaughter Skye Fails outside Kay 

Yeager Coliseum after the December 
commencement ceremony.

(continued)

When it came time to finish his degree, 
Chuck Smith returned home to Midwestern 
State University. On December 13, 2014, 
Chuck proudly walked across the stage 
at Kay Yeager Coliseum, took hold of his 
diploma, and completed the quest that 
began 35 years ago.
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BY JULIE GAYNOR, PHOTOS BY RACHEL JOHNSON
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“I remember when he called me 
in to have the ‘father-son’ talk,” 
Chuck said. “He told me he loved 
me like a son, and that he would 
like to find a spot on the team, but 
it just was not going to work out.”

A bit dejected, Chuck packed his bags 
at midterm his sophomore year and 
returned home to San Angelo. Before he 
could unpack, the phone rang. “Coach 
Stockton called to tell me that he needed 
me. The trainer quit and moved home.” 
Chuck threw his bags back in the car and 
headed north on U.S. 277 to Wichita Falls. 
Within 24 hours he was on a plane bound 
for Seattle, Wash., to begin his duties as a 
student-athletic trainer for Midwestern’s 
men’s basketball team.

As a trainer Chuck was able to continue 
his interest in basketball but from a 
different perspective. Perhaps the most 
important role the opportunity provided, 
next to participating in athletics, was 
the scholarship to continue his studies. 
Although Midwestern did not at that
time offer an athletic training program, 
he was able to major in recreation 
administration similar to today’s leisure 
studies degree plan.

Over the next two and a half years, Chuck 
became deeply rooted in Midwestern 
State. He traveled with the team, 
maintained his grade point average, and 
even joined in the occasional workouts 
when Coach Stockton called. “The 
trainers and managers helped in practice. 
We got out the brooms to bat away balls 
if we were up against a team with long 
arms. Once we even practiced with air let 
out of the balls,” he said with a chuckle.

Chuck has fond memories of his years 
at Midwestern and of the glory days of 
Dome Magic. His fondest memories are 
of the 1981 season and the team’s trip 
to the NAIA I National Tournament in 
Kansas City, Mo. “We were playing Paul 
Quinn in the semifinals in Ligon. With a 
few seconds remaining, we inbound the 
ball to Mike Ray. He pulls up for a shot 
and makes it at the buzzer! But, Paul 
Quinn’s coach managed a time out just 
before the play,” Chuck recalls. “We come 
back from the time out. We inbound the 
ball to Mike Ray. He pulls up for another 
shot in the very same place and makes it 
at the buzzer again! That’s Dome Magic 
right there!”

Away from the athletic scene, Chuck 
worked hard to keep his grades up, and 
he was living the life of a typical college 
student. Things were going well for 
Chuck until his final semester when his 
scholarship expired. To pay for tuition, 
Chuck took a job at Graham Central 
Station. He was soon promoted to a 
manager and found satisfaction in earning 
a regular paycheck. “I was making $18,000 
a year, which was at that time more than a 
starting salary for someone with a degree 
in my field,” Chuck said. “A 23-year-old is 
only worried about money.”

In Spring 1984, Chuck dropped out of 
MSU after having earned 156 semester 
credit hours, or by his own admission, he 
failed out. He stayed in Wichita Falls for 
a while, then accepted a job offer to work 
in San Angelo for Graham Associates. 
He continued to work in the food 
and hospitality industry several years 
thereafter. 

Chuck with the 1981 Midwestern State NAIA 
quarterfinalist team in Kansas City, Mo.

The styles have certainly 
changed since Chuck’s early 

days at MSU, but the pride 
he has for his university hasn’t 

diminished.
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LIFE AFTER MSU
In the 1990s, Chuck enrolled through 
MSU’s University Center in Dallas to 
complete his degree, but when he filed 
for graduation an audit of his degree plan 
delayed his plans. “I just walked away and 
just worked.”

Discouraged by the hiccup in his 
paperwork, Chuck continued to work while 
remaining connected to the university. 
When he was between jobs in 2001, Chuck 
met up with former basketball player 
Rodney Hinkle, who hired him as program 
director for the Salvation Army Boys and 
Girls Club in Waxahachie. That allowed 
him to seek full-time employment which 
would lead to a career path in the hospice 
industry. “I’ve stayed connected to many of 
those I met while attending school,”
said Chuck. 

Although Chuck has found success in his 
life, he still felt the nagging sensation to 
complete the journey that started back in 
1979. “People would ask me why I hadn’t 
finished my degree,” he said. “I didn’t really 
have a good answer to that question.”
 
In December 2013, after fasting and 
praying for four days, Chuck made the 
decision to complete his degree. He entered 
the university’s adult completion program, 
and learned that his remaining 12 semester 
credit hours could be taken through online 
courses. “For me distance education was a 
means to an end,” he said. “If you can’t be 
here and get in the classroom, those classes 
are available.” He praises the interaction 
and relationships that were formed through 
his distance classes. “The professors were 
extremely supportive, especially Dr. Dunn 
and Dr. Halverson. I really got more from 
the classes because of their interaction.”

THE FINISH LINE
As an August 2014 graduate, Chuck could 
have received his diploma by mail and 
been done. But that just would not do. He 
had made it this far and knew his journey 
would not be complete without walking 

across the stage at commencement. Those 
sitting next to him were not the classmates 
who started the journey with him, but 
throughout the coliseum, there were 
plenty of faces he knew well.

“I welled up to the point of tears as I 
surveyed the crowd and podium filled 
with people who have been part of my 
life's journey and memories for 50-plus 
years – Theresa (Chuck’s wife); my 
parents, Charles and Linda Smith; my 
daughter and her husband, Chantel and 
Mark Fails; my grandchildren, Skye and 
Mason Fails; my boss and hospice mentor 
Bill Pettigrew; Dr. Rogers, Greg Giddings, 
Dr. Farrell from MSU, and so many others 
there in support of all graduates.”

Chuck still keeps a close eye on the 
Midwestern basketball team and gets to 
the games when his schedule allows. He 
admits that he struggled with the change 
of mascots in 2006, but today he embraces 
both. “I started as an Indian and I finished 
as a Mustang.” In a time when there 
are countless opportunities available to 
individuals seeking a degree, there was 
only one choice for Chuck.

“This is home. All of the 
best times of my life were 
at MSU,” Chuck said of his 
decision to re-enroll at the 
university. “This is part of my 
extended family.”

Chuck dances with Angeline LaBarba. 
He has worked in the hospice industry 

since 2002.
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Longtime MSU President Louis J. Rodriguez 
Remembered for Dedication,
Passion for Higher Education

During his 19 years at Midwestern State University, Dr. Louis J. Rodriguez 
brought the university to the forefront of  Texas higher education. His drive 

and determination were exemplary; his dedication and work ethic unmatched. 
He faithfully served the university from 1981-2000. Dr. Rodriguez passed away 

November 21 in Wichita Falls.
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    “Lou Rodriguez will be remembered for his great sense of duty and dedication 
to the office of the president,” said Dr. Jesse W. Rogers, MSU President. “I, along 
with multitudes of colleagues, friends, and loved ones, will remember him with 
great respect and fondness.”
    Rodriguez earned his bachelor’s degree from Rutgers University in economics 
and history, his master’s degree in international trade at Louisiana State 
University and his Ph.D. in economics and finance at LSU.
    In 1971, Rodriguez and his family moved to Texas, where he was the fourth 
person hired at the newly opened University of Texas at San Antonio. He 
started as Dean of the College of Business and later was named Vice President 
for Academic Affairs and Dean of Faculties. Two years later he moved to 
the University of Houston at Clear Lake City, where he was the fifth person 
employed. He served there for eight years, three as Dean of the School of 
Professional Studies and five as Vice Chancellor and Provost.
    He assumed the presidency of Midwestern State University in January 1981. 
Under his leadership, MSU enrollment increased by more than 30 percent in 
the face of forecasted declines; campus construction and renovation projects 
totaled more than $50 million; and all academic programs with the exception 
of two were accredited or reaccredited. Under Rodriguez’s leadership, MSU 
programs were cited for excellence by the American Association of State 
Colleges and Universities, the Association of Texas Colleges and Universities, the 
National Council of Accreditation for Teacher Education, and the Council for 
Advancement and Support of Education.
    In addition to his work at MSU, Rodriguez was active in the Wichita Falls 
community. He served as president of the Wichita Falls Downtown Rotary Club, 
president of the Wichita Falls Board of Commerce and Industry, campaign 
chairman for the United Way of Greater Wichita Falls, and served on numerous 
local boards and committees.
    Rodriguez was honored with a number of awards through the years, including 
MSU’s Hardin Professor in 1994, Wichita Falls Salesman of the Year by the local 
Sales & Marketing Executives in 1987, and Wichitan of the Year by Wichita Falls 

City Magazine in 1986. He was recognized as one of the distinguished alumni of 
the decade of the 1950s by Rutgers University at Newark in 1984. He was also 
one of five Texas educators invited to the Chinese Academy of Science to visit 
universities in China in 1981. The Boy Scouts of America honored Rodriguez as 
Distinguished Citizen of the Year in 1998.
    Rodriguez published more than 50 articles in the fields of economics and 
education. As Professor of Economics at MSU, he taught one economics class 
annually for a number of years. He authored/edited the following books: The 

Texas Economy: 21st Century Economics Challenges (co-authored with Dr. Yoshi 
Fukasawa) in 1996; Midwestern State University in Photographs (co-authored with 
Professor Gary Goldberg) in 1995; The Economics of Education (co-authored 
with Dr. Dewey D. Davis) in 1974; Dynamics of Growth: An Economic Profile of 

Texas in 1978; and I Bleed Red, White, and Blue: The Autobiography of a Lucky 

Pilgrim in 2011. 
    Rodriguez is survived by his wife Ramona; daughter Susan Jones and her 
husband Mike of White Bluff, Tenn., and their three children; son Michael and 
his wife Shelly of Houston, and their two children; and son Scott and his wife 
Branelle of Houston, and their child.

Excerpts from the MEMORY WALL 
(www.mwsu.edu/ljr)

Dr. Rodriguez was a welcoming, kind-hearted, 
and giving president at MSU. 
 – A.D. Lawson

Mi mas sinceras condolencias a la familia del 
Dr. Rodriguez, Fue una bella persona cuya 
contribucion a MSU fue muy memorable. 
Tuve la oportunidad de conocerlo 
personalmente durante mi asistencia a 
Midwestern State University. Paz a su restos.
 – Ramon Goitia (’86)      
    Venezuela - South America

I will always remember his smile and warm 
sincere spirit. Homecoming, graduation, 
Family Day and any other milestone 
occasions were really lots of fun because of 
Dr. and Mrs. Rodriguez. I will never forget how 
he opened his house to the entire student 
body and made us feel welcomed year-round. 
I am very fortunate to have graduated under 
his leadership and worked close with the 
President’s Office. Rest in peace.
 – Keisha Ellis

I was his graduate assistant in 2001-2002 
soon after he retired as president and taught 
economics at the COBA. He was a humble, 
kind and compassionate professor. He cared 
for the students and wanted to make sure our 
athletes were doing okay. I still look back and 
consider him the best boss one can have. 
 – Amandita Johnson, MBA 2002

I encountered Lou Rodriguez soon after I 
came to teach at MSU. As was his practice, 
he invited all the new professors to his home 
for a welcome lunch. I felt close to him and 
Ramona from that day forward. When I was 
struggling to complete my dissertation while 
teaching a full load, he sent me a personal 
letter to encourage me and tell me everything 
was going to be okay! No one could outgive 
Lou Rodriguez. He was there for us every 
time we needed something for the State 
Employee Charitable Campaign, and MSU 
accomplished a great deal on his watch. 
One time he even drove with us to Austin in 
a faculty member’s van to accept the Rising 
Star Award from the Lt. Governor at the 
Capitol. He worked so well with our current 
President Jesse Rogers for so many years—
an investment that paved the way for success 
at MSU long after he retired! Lou Rodriguez...
truly a great man, a great leader, and a great 
friend I will truly miss!
  – Dr. Charles Bultena

http://www.mwsu.edu/ljr


Educator and
    Performer
MARTIN CAMACHO

Before the new Dean of Midwestern 

State University’s Lamar D. Fain 

College of Fine Arts was an 

educator, he was an award-winning 

concert pianist. Dr. Martin Camacho 

introduced himself to MSU and 

the Wichita Falls community with a 

performance August 21, just 10 days 

after his first day on campus, that 

left no doubt of his musical abilities. 

“I was happy to have the opportunity 

to open my heart as an artist to the 

community and MSU stakeholders.” 

BY KATHY FLOYD, PHOTOS BY LAUREN ROBERTS
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W            While Camacho’s father may have used his education to 

learn accounting and tax laws, he was a musician at heart. He was 

a “very good amateur guitar player,” Camacho said. Camacho’s 

own musical experience began when his grandfather bought an 

electric organ for the family. None of the grownups wanted to 

play but young Martin took an interest in it, climbing up on it to 

pick out tunes. He took lessons and was so good that at age 6 his 

teacher wanted to put him on television. But the boy wanted no 

part of television and the teacher was dismissed.

Penchant for Performance
At age 8, Camacho began attending 

a music conservatory and continued 

for the next 10 years, until he received 

a scholarship to the Higher Institute 

for the Arts in Havana, Cuba. There 

he earned his bachelor’s degree. His 

teachers encouraged him to enter piano 

competitions, not just for the idea of 

winning, but to gain experience. He was 

astonished when he won second place 

in his first competition. That put him 

in the national spotlight in Mexico and 

allowed him to solo with the Mexico 

State Symphony Orchestra at age 16. 

That was when all his training came 

into focus. “When I set foot on that 

stage and I started performing with 

them, I realized that is what I wanted 

to do,” Camacho said. “There’s nothing 

like it – the adrenalin, the beauty, and 

all the moments of expression.” Other 

competitions that followed helped him to 

gain more experience and more acclaim. 

He won numerous awards, including 

those that took him on concert tours 

around the world. One of his most 

memorable was a concert tour in Norway 

where he performed the works of noted 

composer Edvard Grieg on Grieg’s 

piano. He made his Carnegie Hall debut 

in 2009 before a sold-out house.

While earning his doctorate at the 
University of Miami in 1999, Camacho 
worked as a graduate assistant. That was 
his first taste of being on the teaching side 
of education. He worked his way up to 
Assistant Professor of Music and realized 
that he had a knack for administration. He 
served as Dean of Arts, Humanities and 
Social Sciences at the Community College 
of Rhode Island then went to Alabama
State where he was Chair and Associate 
Professor of Music, his position prior to 
coming to MSU.

While researching the job at MSU, 

Camacho said he loved the size and scale 

of the university. 

   

   

      When I visited I became 

enchanted with the way 

MSU does things – the 

hands-on approach and 

the attitude that the 

students are family. That’s 

very special and I thought 

I would love to be involved 

with that.” Camacho said 

that fits with his style of 

leadership. “It’s not about 

me. It’s about how I can 

serve. I’m an institutional 

man. I want to serve the 

institution I work for.



WHAT A WEEK!

Golden Grads Brunch honoring the Class of 1964.

M I D W E S T E R N  S TAT E  U N I V E R S I T Y

2014 Distinguished Alumni 
From left are Mark Boulware (’70, ’74), Alumni 
Spirit Award recipient Kevin Goldstein (’88, ’92),
Arthur F. Beyer Distinguished Alumnus Dr. Ajai 
Cadambi (’82), Richard DeLisle (’92), Thomas 
White (’91), Karla Wallace (’72), Maureen Shelton 
(’88), and Joe Ed Barrington (’80).

Dan Webb (right) presents a check 
to Dr. Howard Farrell on behalf of the 

Class of 1964.

2014 Hall of Honor 
Four outstanding athletes and supporter
Marie Morgan were inducted into the Hall of 
Honor. From left are Dr. Chris Hansen (’91), 
Daniel Woolard (’06), Morgan, Marquette 
Wilkins (’04), and Julie Lovett-Castles (’98). 

MSU | SUNWATCHER16



HOMECOMING SPIRIT
With a Live Maroon Love Gold 
theme, this year’s week of 
Homecoming celebrations built a 
sense of spirit and pride on campus 
that was shared by students, 
faculty, staff, alumni, and friends. 
Maroon and gold-themed activities 
took place throughout the week, 
including Maverick’s birthday party, 
bonfire, torchlight parade, Fuzzy 
Ray Golf Classic Tournament, fish 
fry, cardboard boat races, volleyball 
matches, soccer games, and the 
football game and tailgate party.

HAPPY 8th BIRTHDAY, 
MAVERICK! It’s a great day 
to be a MUSTANG.

Homecoming 
King and 
Queen 
Elijah Mire 
and Sabina 
Marroquin.

Annual Homecoming 
Parade!

MSU | SUNWATCHER 17



music, cuisine, and cultural parade
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PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE WICHITAN

CARIBBEAN STUDENTS ORGANIZATION 
PRESENTS THE 

Caribfest 2014
anniversary

02 th

The Caribbean Students Organization celebrated 20 years 
on campus during last fall’s Caribfest activities. In honor of 
his support of the CSO, MSU President Jesse W. Rogers was 
chosen to lead the parade that capped off several days of events, 
which included the traditional SOCA (Soul of Calypso) music 
performances, Miss Caribest Pageant, culture show, and the 
Glow Fete. An art show at the Juanita Harvey Art Gallery 
featured works by Caribbean students. Proceeds from the events 
were donated to local charities. Midwestern is home to more 
than 230 students from the Caribbean islands, approximately
41 percent of the international student population.



music, cuisine, and cultural parade
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The Time of Her Life

Years at Midwestern 
Inspire McAda’s Gift

Billie Doris McAda
GRADUATE
SCHOOL

I    In the early 1940s, 11-year-old Billie Doris McAda sat with her father in their 
Wichita Falls home as he taught a class of pilots from Sheppard Air Force Base. 
When she saw her father’s enthusiastic reaction to hearing that one of the pilot’s 
daughters had just earned a Ph.D., she made earning her own doctorate her goal. 
    B.D. McAda, as she was known through school, was the daughter of Ingle and 
Doris McAda. Ingle was an engineer with Wichita Engineering and in later years 
designed the brick signs that grace MSU’s main entrances. B.D. graduated from 
Wichita Falls High School in 1953 and entered Midwestern University that fall. The 
following four years would define her socially and educationally, and they would 
inspire a generous gift. 
    At Midwestern, McAda was involved in activities ranging from the Spurettes, 
a group dedicated to promoting western folklore, to the Business Club. She was 
class favorite her junior year. During her senior year she was named Who’s Who 
in American Colleges and Universities and was a cheerleader, class beauty, and 
homecoming queen. She graduated from Midwestern University in 1957 with a 
Bachelor of Science in general business and a minor in economics. 
    For her advanced degrees, McAda attended the University of North Texas, 
working while she attended school. Although not in time for her father to see, she 
achieved her childhood goal of earning her Ph.D. in 1983. McAda worked as a 
counselor in the Dallas Independent School District for 40 years. She still lives in the 
Dallas area.
    Last August, the Midwestern State University Board of Regents approved the 
naming of the Dr. Billie Doris McAda Graduate School in recognition of her
$2 million gift to the Graduate School. From the gift, $1.8 million has been placed 
in endowment with the remaining sum available for immediate use in marketing, 
promotional purposes, scholarships, enrollment support, and expenditures related to 
and benefiting the McAda Graduate School.
    McAda’s friend and caregiver Maureen Brown said that those defining years 
at Midwestern are the reason she has made Midwestern the recipient of her gift. 
“Midwestern was so good to her. From her professors, to classmates, to family and 
friends – when the time came for a decision on this gift, we couldn’t think of a more 
perfect and fitting legacy.”
    Brown says that McAda beams with pride when speaking about the bright future 
of MSU and the Graduate School. She continues to champion higher education and 
inspire students. From her home in Dallas, she works with graduate students from 
Texas Christian University on a weekly basis, and provides valuable feedback to 
them as they prepare for a future as geriatric study practitioners.
    “Dr. McAda’s passion for graduate education and her generous gift positions the 
MSU Graduate School to support scores of students who will become the experts 
and leaders of their chosen fields,” said Dr. Deborah Garrison, Dean of the Graduate 
School. “This gift will foster development of a preeminent Graduate School to stand 
as a testament to the benefits of graduate education and as an enduring symbol of 
Dr. McAda’s legacy.”

Billie Doris McAda

BY KATHY FLOYD
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NEWS
BRIEFS

MSU places on multiple 
lists for affordability

A board-approved tuition rate for 
U.S. non-Texas residents has earned 
Midwestern State University a spot on 
U.S. News and World Report’s list of the 
10 Public Colleges with the Cheapest 
Out-of-State Tuition and Fees. According 
to the U.S. News website, in 2014 the 
average cost per year for tuition and fees 
for students attending college outside 
their home state was $20,105. Of the 413 
public institutions surveyed MSU secured 
the No. 8 spot with out-of-state tuition 
and fees of $9,703.

Midwestern placed No. 21 on Affordable 
School’s 30 Most Affordable Schools for 
Outdoor Enthusiasts. The website cites 
Wichita Falls’ 234-acre Lake Wichita 
Park and Lake Arrowhead State 
Park as nearby great destinations for 
outdoor enthusiasts. Of course, MSU’s 
own Sikes Lake Trail is just across 
Midwestern Parkway. 

The website Top Criminal Justice Degrees 
listed Midwestern State University’s Criminal 
Justice degree program on a nationwide list of 
the top 30 accredited criminal justice programs. 
The site places MSU at No. 15 on the list with an 
average yearly tuition of $9,615.

The website Top Management Degrees has listed 
Midwestern State University in its ranking of the 
Top 50 Most Affordable MBAs. The site places 
MSU at No. 27 on the list with an average yearly 
tuition of $5,495 and notes that the Dillard College 
of Business Administration has been accredited 
by the Association to Advance College Schools of 
Business, International (AACSB).

Members of the U.S. Military present 
the American Flag during a special 
halftime performance at MSU’s 
football game against Missouri S&T 
on September 13. MSU’s annual event 
pays tribute to the men and women who 
proudly serve our country. 

M I L I T A R Y  A P P R E C I A T I O N  D A Y
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Dr. Jesse W. Rogers accepted the ALS Ice Bucket Challenge from West Texas 
A&M President J. Patrick O’Brien. In turn, Dr. Rogers nominated Angelo State’s 
President Brian May.

A CELEBRITY-FILLED FALL

Jason Castro and Jeff Corwin visited the MSU campus last fall 
as part of the university’s Artist-Lecture Series. Clarinetist Jon 
Manasse and pianist Jon Nakamatsu brought their talents to the 
2014 Music Series at Akin to open the fourth season of the series 
sponsored by the Perkins-Prothro Foundation and Joe and Dale 
Prothro with the Lamar D. Fain College of Fine Arts at MSU.

Jeff Corwin, American animal and nature 
conservationist, host and executive 
producer of the The Jeff Corwin 
Experience.

Politics Series
In October U.S. Rep. Mac 
Thornberry, R-Clarendon, addressed 
the state of America’s national 
security as part of the Midwestern 
State University Prof. Edwards 
Discussions in Politics Series. 

When the Ebola virus made headlines 
this past fall, MSU’s Gunn College of 
Health Sciences and Human Services 
spearheaded a community forum to 
address the history of the virus, a timeline 
of key events, signs and symptoms, and 
transmission and treatment of the disease. 
Several local health-care professionals 
were in attendance to present and answer 
questions for the community.

EBOLA FORUM Addressed Community’s Questions 

 This forum was about educating our community,” said Dr. Karen Polvado, Associate 
Professor in MSU’s Wilson School of Nursing and facilitator of the forum. “We 
recognized that many people had questions. This was one way we could have an open 
discussion about Ebola and provide our community with the information they needed 
to know.”

TOP 10 UNDERGRADUATE MAJORS

Nursing
Radiologic Science

Mechanical Engineering
Biology

Accounting
Criminal Justice

Management
Early Childhood-Grade 6: Generalist

Pre-Psychology
Respiratory Care
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DILLARD CENTER for ENERGY MANAGEMENT
to Offer First Classes in Fall 2015

I

BY JULIE GAYNOR, PHOTOS BY LAUREN ROBERTS 

The formal announcement of 
the Dillard Center for Energy 
Management was made October 
2 during the dedication of the 
“Spirited Thunder” statue in the 
Dillard Atrium. The statue, donated 
by Mrs. Kay Dillard, was created 
by Chester Armstrong of Oregon 
in 2006, and was carved from 
California black walnut.

Distinguished Professorship of Energy Accounting, the
Dillard Distinguished Professorship of Energy Management, 
and the Dillard Distinguished Professorship of Energy 
Finance. “We are grateful to Kay and her family for their 
generous gifts to Midwestern State University,” said Rogers. 
“Kay has a vision for this university and its students.”

A seven-member advisory committee comprised of successful 
energy professionals has identified the knowledge base that is 
essential for an understanding of the oil and gas business and 
identified the skills desired for graduates entering the industry. 

 “We believe that tying the Center for Energy Management 
to our business community will yield many benefits to all,” 
said Dr. Terry Patton, Dean of the Dillard College of Business 
Administration. “By garnering local expertise in the industry, 
the center will bring real-world experience to the classroom. 
Through internships for our students, local energy-related 
businesses will be able to find the qualified employees
they need.”

In October the university announced the formation of the 
Center for Energy Management in the Dillard College of 
Business Administration with the goal of developing graduates 
who have business knowledge, skills, and competencies to 
be successful as they enter the exploration, production, and 
acquisition areas of the oil and gas industry. A concentration 
of energy management will be offered through the Master of 
Business Administration beginning in Fall 2015.

 “I believe that this is one of the most significant steps
taken in the Dillard College of Business Administration
since its accreditation by the AASCB International,” said 
MSU President Jesse W. Rogers. “There should be a
significant demand for a program like this, especially in our 
immediate area.”

The Dillard Center for Energy Management was made 
possible through the generosity of Mrs. A.R. Dillard Jr. 
The $3.1 million pledge will provide for the development 
of the center as well as the creation of the Sam Rugeley 
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A N N U A L  F U N D

Why Give to MSU?
Private gifts are vital to Midwestern State University. Your contributions help the 
university maintain its 92-year legacy of excellence.

All gifts, regardless of amount, are important. Gifts and donations made by our 
alumni not only help MSU meet the immediate needs of students and the university 
but also determine how MSU ranks with other schools in alumni donor rates.

 A L U M N I  PA R T I C I PA T I O N  R A T E

  Midwestern State 5.3%
  Tarleton   2.5%
  A&M Commerce  2.4%

number of 
donors
from
MSU

TOTAL GIVEN: $107,294

PHONATHON Our hard-working group of student callers will be reaching 

out to you soon to let you know what is happening at MSU and sharing why it is 

important that YOU give back to MSU!

10-YEAR CONSECUTIVE GIVING 
This gold emblem is presented to donors who have given
to the MSU Annual Fund for 10 consecutive years!

65%

87.78

35%

Who: You

What: Cash, check, credit card

When: Now!

How: Online, mail, phone

Where: 3410 Taft Blvd.,
Wichita Falls, TX 76308

or 940.397.4539

mwsu.edu/annualfund/
make-a-gift

Where Did Your Dollars Make a Difference?
ANNUAL FUND 2013-2014
Goal: $322,495   Actual: $370,495 
Number of Donors: 2,146 1% Miscellaneous

48% 
Colleges

16% University’s 
Greatest Need

10%
Athletics

25% 
Scholarships

Making a contribution
is easy.

THANK

YOU

UNIVERSITY DEVELOPMENT

Given by Gender 

percentage of gifts
and donations received 
from donors in Texas

811
FUN FACTS

MALE
FEMALE

graduating class 
responsible for largest 
number of gifts (188)1960

$

Honor Roll of Donors: The 2013-2014 list of donors is available at mwsu.edu/HonorRoll.



SPORTS
SHORTS

S P O R T S   W R A P S

MASKILL WINS 100th
  Bill Maskill has made it a practice 
of producing winning football teams 
since his arrival on campus 12 
seasons ago.  
  He became the first football coach 
in school history to eclipse 100 wins 
when the Mustangs pulled off an 
improbable 40-37 win in overtime over 
No. 22-ranked Texas A&M-Commerce 
in front of a Homecoming crowd on 
Oct. 25 at Memorial Stadium.
  MSU erased a 17-point deficit with 
just over 12 minutes to play as senior 
running back Chauncey Harris broke 
for three touchdowns after the start of 
the fourth quarter, including a walk-
off game winner on a 3-yard dash in 
overtime.

  “This was a great team win,” 
Maskill said. “The wins stand 
as more of a testament to all of 
the coaches and players who 
have contributed to the program 
over the last 12 years. What an 
exciting game.”

  Maskill closed out the season with 
101 wins, accounting for nearly half of 
the 207 wins in the 35-year history of 
the program. 
  With Maskill at the helm, MSU has 
claimed three Lone Star Conference 
championships (2009, 2011, 2012) 
while advancing to the NCAA
Division II playoffs in 2004, 2006, 
2009, 2011, and 2012.
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COLUMBUS CREW SELECTS KALEN RYDEN 

The official word of Kalen Ryden’s draft selection by the Columbus Crew 
came through a simple tweet as he and coach Michael Meacham were 
closely following the Major League Soccer Super Draft.

“I received a phone call on Sunday to prepare me for this to happen, but 
nothing was for sure,” he said. “I just froze. Meacham and I just stood up 
and starting cheering. After that it was pure joy.”

The Columbus Crew selected Ryden as their seventh pick of the fourth 
round. After that news, Ryden hit the ground running as he flew to 
Columbus the next day to take a physical. Then the team flew out to begin 
preseason camp. “It was an anxious 48 hours,” Ryden said.

Ryden, a senior defender, helped MSU to consecutive NCAA Division II 
postseason appearances making 27 starts at center back for the Mustangs 
while garnering first-team All-South Central Region honors from the 
National Soccer Coaches’ Association of America as a senior last fall.

The 6-2, 200-pound Norman, Okla., native 
enjoyed a breakthrough campaign with 
the Austin Aztex of the USL Premiere 
Development League last season scoring 
three goals and dishing out an assist in 14 
appearances to earn the club’s defensive player 
of the year honor and was a PDL Southern all-
conference selection.

Ryden is just the second Midwestern State 
player selected in the MLS Draft, joining 
former All American Daniel Woolard.

Woolard was selected in the fourth round of the 
2007 MLS Supplemental Draft by the Chicago 
Fire. He made 16 appearances with the 
Fire from 2007-09 before returning to 
the United States’ top professional 
league with D.C. United with 
69 appearances for the Black 
and Red from 2011-13.



SPORTS
SHORTS

S P O R T S   W R A P S

MUSTANGS CLAIM FIFTH CROSS COUNTRY TITLE

Five runners were not enough to decide the Lone Star Conference Championship 
on a brisk November Saturday at the Hawk Ridge Golf Course.

No, it took a bit of controversy to allow Midwestern State to win its fifth 
conference title and first since 2011.

“THE GIRLS BATTLED 
HARD AND SHOWED A 
LOT OF GRIT TO COME 
OUT ON TOP,” MSU 
COACH KOBY STYLES 
SAID. “I COULDN’T BE 
MORE PROUD OF THEM.”

West Texas A&M’s Emma 
Love, Michaela Johnson, and 
Brittany Mitchell finished 
the 5K course 1-2-3 while 
Lauren Laisure took ninth 
and Caitlyn Cecchini finished 
34th to give the Lady Buffs a 
total of 49.

Senior Gabby Ruiz paced the Mustangs, finishing fourth with a time of 22:57.20, 
while Michelle and Kim Krezonoski placed seventh and eighth, junior Brittany 
Adams placed 12th, and junior Ana Lopez  was 18th as MSU matched WT’s total
of 49.

But Midwestern senior Cara Mack placed 20th, well ahead of West Texas A&M’s 
sixth runner Gillian Law—who placed 41st—to give the Mustangs their first LSC 
Championship since winning four straight from 2008-11.

WT protested the results, believing the NCAA rules stating a head-to-head 
tiebreaker for the first five runners should be used. The Lady Buffs would have 
won under those circumstances as they posted the top three runners across the 
finish line.

Midwestern went on to finish seventh at the South Central Region Championships.

JOHNSON RINGS IN
NEW YEAR WITH 100th WIN
  Noel Johnson became the 
third coach in Midwestern State 
women’s basketball coaching 
history to win 100 games, claiming 
the milestone victory on New Year’s 
Day in Denton.
  The Mustangs closed out Texas 
Woman’s University with a game-
ending 13-2 run to come away with 
a 61-47 victory, then surprised the 
coach with a commemorative pair 
of Nike shoes.
  “This was a really special moment 
and the gift really touched me 
because this group of seniors has 
been a part of a large number of 
these wins,” Johnson said. “I look 
back and remember all of the bus 
rides and special times I have had 
with each one of the young ladies I 
have had the privilege to coach at 
Midwestern.”
  Under Johnson’s guidance, 
the Mustangs claimed a Lone 
Star Conference title in 2013 and 
advanced to the NCAA postseason 
in each of the last two seasons.
  Only Shannon Burks (132 wins 
from 1999-08) and Kim Griffee (120 
wins from 1984-92) have won more 
games as coach of the women’s 
basketball program.
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BY TREY REED



Flourish During Rogers’ Watch

Through his 48-year tenure with the university, Dr. Jesse W. Rogers developed a 
deep love for the complete collegiate experience, playing a key role in developing 
MSU’s athletics programs.

“More than a sports fan, I have become a believer in intercollegiate sports,” he said. 
“Only in the United States do we tie our sports programs to our academic program. 
No other country does that.”

Rogers was a part of the administration under Dr. Louis J. Rodriguez that piloted 
the university’s journey to join the National Collegiate Athletic Association 
(NCAA) – a more than decade-long process which brought about the return of 
football in 1988 after a 30-year hiatus.

“Dr. Rodriguez, and I helped him, worked for years to get into the NCAA. The only 
way we could get into the NCAA was to eventually become a member of the Lone 
Star Conference. They eventually gave us our chance, but we had a lot to do to get 
there,” he said. “We couldn’t get in unless we played football so we formed a little 
NAIA league with Tarleton, Sul Ross, and a few other teams as a non-scholarship.”

The addition of football not only allowed Midwestern State to reach its goal of 
becoming a member of the NCAA, but it also allowed immediate growth in the 
university’s enrollment by 800 students. It also gave the campus a more
traditional feel. 

“It brings the university pride. It brings the university excitement. In the eyes of 
people today, because of what sports means in higher education, you’re not a 
complete university unless you have a sports program,” Rogers said. “We 
don’t have a nation of just research institutes; it is the way colleges are built 
and operate today.”

The university’s athletics program continued to grow after Rogers 
became president in 2001. During his watch, MSU added softball 
in 2004, women’s cross country in 2005, men’s golf in 2006, 
women’s golf in 2009, and women’s track in 2012.

“I have seen what sports can do for kids who go to college to 
play a sport. That keeps them in college and they get a degree,” 
he said. “They learn teamwork and they make friends. They 
become more social. They develop in body and in spirit. It 
doesn’t work for all of them, but there are a lot of kids out 
there who wouldn’t have a chance otherwise if there weren’t 
sports for them to play.”

ATHLETICS 
PROGRAMS
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A TIME TO GROW
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The addition of four women’s sports to the MSU Athletics offering are points 
of pride for Rogers, who has seen great progress in Title IX efforts during the 
course of his career.

“I think what has happened in women’s sports is one of the great transitions 
we’ve made in this country over the years, and I have lived through that,” he 
said. “I have watched women be kept down in sports by everyone from athletic 
directors on up through the U.S. Congress. It’s a shame because today our 
women at Midwestern have a high graduation rate, they are great young people, 
and it makes me feel wonderful to go into a gym full of screaming people to 
watch women play basketball. You can just see the quality of the sport and their 
ability improve as they get the opportunity.”

REPUTATION MATTERS

Rogers’ love for sports in academics fueled an even deeper need for a 
competitive athletics program, but he didn’t quite know how to accomplish the 
feat when he took over the university’s top leadership role.

“When I became president I didn’t know how little I knew about a real sports 
program and what it took to have one,” Rogers said. “I had watched Lou 
Rodriguez try to get us in the NCAA for 15, 20 years, but when we got there, 
we didn’t have the facilities and we didn’t have the coaches. Neither one of us 
had the knowledge of what it would take to compete at the Division II level. 
Consequently, we had some really difficult years.”

Rogers understood the concept of athletics occupying the front porch of a 
university. It is quite possible he would have never heard of Midwestern State 
had it not been for the school’s always strong basketball program.

“Basketball kept us on the map,” he said. “I don’t think I would have ever heard 
of Midwestern State University, even though I grew up in Fort Worth, if our 
basketball team had not been so good and played Texas Wesleyan. I would read 
about them in the Fort Worth Star-Telegram. If you are going to field programs 
and sports, you better be competitive because it will hurt your reputation to put 
out teams and not give the student-athletes what they need to win. You could be 
teaching the best chemistry and economics programs in the country, and your 
reputation is still going to be hurt if you’re not competitive.”

Rogers has maintained MSU’s revered traditional athletics venues while making 
improvements to accommodate student-athletes who now excel in 13 sports.

“When I became president I saw that our facilities 
needed improvements. We needed more sports and we 
needed some new coaches,” Rogers said. “As I look back 
on it, I am really proud of what we have accomplished.”

During his time as president, MSU has witnessed 28 Lone Star Conference 
championships, three NCAA Elite Eight showings by men’s basketball and 
men’s tennis, three NCAA Division II national qualifications in cross country, 
two men’s soccer Final Four appearances, and an advancement to the College 
World Series for women’s softball. Quite a run, for sure.

“Honestly in 2001, if you would have told me where we would be in 2014, I 
am not sure I would have believed you,” Rogers said. “When I see the dressing 
rooms in an almost new facility and when I see our competitive level and the 
fact that we talk about national championships, that gives me a great feeling. I 
am proud of the coaches we’ve hired. I am proud of the athletic directors we’ve 
had. I had a lot to learn about what it takes to be competitive in Division II, but I 
have had a lot of help.”
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S T A Y  C O N N E C T E D :
We want to hear about your new job, promotion, new 

family addition, retirement, honors, and any other 
announcements. Share your news in the MSU Sunwatcher 

by emailing information to leslee.ponder@mwsu.edu.
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1951
Nelson Wesley is retired. He resides in 
Bartlesville, Okla. 

1953
John Hubbs Jr. is retired and resides in 
Junction, Texas.

1954
Peggy (Rater) Morrow works for Sherman & 
Co., Realtors. She resides in Kerrville, Texas.  
 
1958
Richard Parrigan is retired. He resides in 
San Antonio.

1960
Alma (Morgan) Fenton resides in New 
Braunfels, Texas. Donald Houston is 
retired. He resides in Stillwater, Okla.
Tom Patty is retired. He resides in 
Pflugerville, Texas. 

1961
Sue (Downtain) Rodawalt is retired and 
resides in Irving, Texas.

1967
Arnold Downes and his wife Jean (Mishoe) 
Downes (’66) are retired and reside in 
Wichita Falls. 

1968
Beth (Hundley) Levell is retired. She 
resides in Wichita Falls. Richard Onstot is 
retired from Hewlett-Packard Co. and the 
U.S. Army. He lives in San Jose, Calif.

1969
Joseph Hammond lives in Oklahoma City.

1975
Donna (Grimsley) Arp Weitzman 
published Cinderella has Cellulite, a satire 
that pokes fun at the positives and pitfalls 
of later-in-life relationships. She lives in 
Dallas.

 
1977
Carlos Garcia works for the University of 
Texas MD Anderson Hospital as a computed 
tomography (CT) manager. He lives in 
Houston. David Orman serves in the United 
States Army as Chief of Behavioral Health 
System of Care. He lives in Alamo Heights, 
Texas. Douglas Pickett and his wife, 
Elizabeth (Allen) Pickett (’79), are retired. 
They live in Lewisville, Texas.

1979
Guy Nelson is retired and lives in Rotan, 
Texas. James Perkins works for Alliance 
Bank Central Texas as a senior vice president. 
He lives in Hewitt, Texas.

1982
Wendy (Bolen) Andreen is self-employed 
in college and career planning. She lives in 
Houston. Bennie Ezzell II (’82, ’87) works for 
Point 2 Point Global Security Inc. as a chief 
operating officer. He lives in Coppell, Texas. 
Sharon (Rousey) Ward works for Chessman 
Wealth Strategies as an administrative 
assistant. She and her husband, Martin Ward 
(’87), live in Richardson, Texas.

1983
Osman Yegenoglu lives in Jacksonville, Fla.

1984
Majid Mosavat works for Valley 
Endocrinology as an office manager. He lives 
in Las Vegas, Nev. 

1985
Robert Driver retired from teaching at 
Barwise Junior High, and is the promotional 
product/specialty advertising director for 
Jerry’s Sporting Goods. His wife, April 
(Cokendolpher) Driver (’83) is a fourth-
grade teacher at Christ Academy. They live 
in Wichita Falls. Susan (Reid) Henson works 
for MSU as an assistant professor of English. 
She and her husband, James Henson (’85), 
live in Wichita Falls. Charles Leffel works for 

Henniges Automotive as a plant controller. 
He lives in Frederick, Okla. John C. Buckley 
was named Texoma Community Credit Union’s 
new chief operating officer. He and his wife, 
Susan (McQuiston) Buckley (’88), live in 
Wichita Falls.

1986
Judy (Cauble) Bryant works for Birdville 
ISD/Jack C. Binion Elementary as a teacher. 
She lives in Bedford, Texas. Gary Quintero 
serves in the United States Army as a 
management support office chief. He lives in 
Fredericksburg, Va. 

1988
Amy (Hoffman) Brammer works for 
Trustmark Insurance as a regional vice 
president. She lives in Argyle, Texas.
Michael Chionopoulos is the president/owner 
of Absolute Law. He lives in Fort Myers, Fla.

1990
Johansyah Anwar works for the Titan Group 
as a member of the board of directors. He lives 
in Jawa Barat, Indonesia. 

1991
Patricia (Stanley-Jones) Dean is retired and 
lives in Burnet, Texas. Maureen Duffey works 
as a registered nurse. She lives in Bentonville, 
Ark. 

1992
Resha Carlsen works for the Texas 
Department of Criminal Justice as a parole 
officer. She lives in Mineral Wells, Texas. 

1993
Randy Derzapf is the owner and president of 
Cellarman’s American Pub. He lives in Bells, 
Texas. Karen (McCormick) Fisler works 
for Tarrant County College as an adjunct 
faculty member. She lives in Fort Worth. 
Anh Ly works for Axiall Corporation as an 
information technology manager. He and his 
wife, Tam (Ngo) Ly (’93), live in Pearland, 
Texas. Danette (Gerken) Shook works for 
McLaughlin Investment Services. She lives in 
Denver, Iowa. Jay Walker works for Abbott 
Laboratories as a senior engineer. He lives in 
Flower Mound, Texas.

1994
Jimmy Duggins (’94, ’96) works for Franklin 

mailto:leslee.ponder@mwsu.edu
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Companies as a regional director. He lives in 
San Antonio. Mary (Bauer) Thuma works for 
Kerasotes YMCA as a group exercise instructor. 
She lives in Springfield, Ill.

1995
Judith (Wheeler) Carney (’99, ’03) works for 
Blackbaud as a senior project manager. She 
lives in Round Rock, Texas. Freda (Doughty) 
Coursey is retired and lives in Binghamton, 
N.Y. Aniruddha Dastidar works for Walmart 
Stores Inc. as a regional asset protection, 
senior manager. He lives in Covington, Wash. 
Heather (Henderson) Ingram works for 
Elbit Systems of America as a cost accounting 
manager. She lives in Weatherford, Texas. 
Charles Morris is an adjunct professor at 
Dallas Baptist University, and he teaches 
musical theatre and dance full-time at the 
Fort Worth Academy of Fine Arts. He lives in 
Fort Worth. 

1996
Melissa (Schreiber) Hill is vice president 
and trust officer at Bank of Texas in Sherman, 
Texas.

1997
Martha (Rangel) Edmondson works for Tyco 
as a quality manager. She lives in Mansfield, 
Texas. Eunice Filler wrote a book titled 
Rachael: Porch Swings and Spearmint Tea. She 
lives in Big Spring, Texas. Mikel Jurecek is an 
information technology manager for the City 
of Wichita Falls. His wife, Stacey (Younts) 
Jurecek (’96), is the Head Start coordinator 
for Region 9 Education Service Center. They 
live in Wichita Falls. Laura (Duncan) Stegall 
is a science curriculum instructor for Round 
Rock ISD. She and her husband, Andrew 
Stegall (’94), reside in Austin. Wesley 
Trammel lives in Irving, Texas.

1999
Sara (Cole) Eddins works for Burkburnett ISD 
as a high school English and yearbook teacher. 
She lives in Burkburnett, Texas. Francis M. 
Fota (’89,’99) was awarded the Legion of Merit 
medal by the U.S. Army Medical Department. 
He is retired and lives in Strafford, Va. 
Nanatte (McKenney) Mills works for Wichita 
Falls ISD as a fifth-grade reading teacher. 
She lives Wichita Falls. Heather (Dunavin) 
Snider is the owner of Heather Thorne 
Photography. She lives in Fort Worth. Dustin 

Tahmahkera published his book, Tribal 
Television: Viewing Native People in Sitcom. He 
lives in Georgetown, Texas. 

2000
April Lawson (’00, ’04) works for the Cactus 
League in public relations. She lives in 
Scottsdale, Ariz. 

2001
Nick Anderson works for Ben E. Keith Foods 
as a district sales representative. He lives in 
Arlington, Texas. Binta (Lorde) Brown is 
the Director of Career Services for Stephen F. 
Austin University. She lives in Bryan, Texas. 
Kendra (Cornelius) Bryan works for Dental 
Staffing Solutions as a dental hygienist. She 
lives in Little Rock, Ark. Erin Cluley opened 
the Erin Cluley Gallery. She lives in Dallas. 

2002
Matthew Taras works for Clear Creek ISD as 
a teacher and coach. He lives in League City, 
Texas. Nikki Vu lives in Colleyville, Texas. 

2003
Marcus Byrd lives in Arlington, Texas. 

2004
Sena (Short) Baker works for Dallas Baptist 
University as a graduate program director. 
She lives in Grand Prairie, Texas. David Cash 
works for DSI-Solutions as a senior software 
developer. He lives in Fort Worth. Heather 
(Young) McDaniel serves in the U.S. Air 
Force as a security cooperation officer. 

2005
Kacy (Slover) Hunter works for Vernon ISD 
as a high school assistant principal. She 
and her husband, Kevin Hunter (’04), live 
in Vernon, Texas. Holly (Schoffstall) Lucas 
works for Wichita Falls ISD as a first-grade 
teacher. She and her husband, John Lucas 
(’05), live in Wichita Falls. Heather (Donley) 
South is a kindergarten teacher at Nocona 
ISD. She lives in Chico, Texas. 

SIZE CHART

XX-small (2-6 lbs)
X-small (5-12 lbs)
Small (12-20 lbs)
Medium (18-30 lbs)
Large (28-46 lbs)
X-large (40-70 lbs)
xx-large (70-110 lbs)

We know you show your MSU pride wherever 
you go, but does your pet? We want to see your 
pet decked out in maroon and gold!

Email your name (pet’s name, too), address, and pet’s shirt 
size to alumrel@mwsu.edu, and we will mail you this 
trendy MSU pet shirt. Supplies are limited, so it’s first 
come, first served.

But don’t keep the cuteness to yourself. Post a 
photo of your pet to our Facebook page at facebook.
com/MidwesternState or tweet #msufurbabies 
@MidwesternState or send an email to public.
information@mwsu.edu. Then watch for your pet’s photo 
in the Fall issue of Sunwatcher Magazine.

mailto:alumrel@mwsu.edu
mailto:information@mwsu.edu
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The OFFICIAL UNIVERSITY RING 
symbolizes your achievements 

and forever links you to your 
university. Wearing the ring proudly 
state to others, “I am a person of 
excellence, a person of integrity.  

I am a leader – a graduate of 
Midwestern State University.”  For 
graduates and their peers it holds a 

whole world of meaning.
For more information: colleges.
herffjones.com/college/_mwsu/

2006
Eric Arias and his wife, Jammie (Lara) 
Arias (’06), live in McKinney, Texas. Lacey 
(Lemons) Baxley works for Breckenridge 
ISD as a teacher. She lives in Breckenridge, 
Texas. Scotty Elder lives in Mobile, Ala. John 
Fisher works for The Nunn Company as a sales 
representative. He lives in Lubbock. Laura 
(Hopkins-Thompson) Potts works for the 
Oklahoma City Public Schools as a teacher. 
She lives in Midwest City, Okla.

2007
Erin (Williamson) Krueger works for Katy 
ISD as a sixth-grade teacher. She lives in 
Fulshear, Texas. Stephanie Moore lives in 
Wichita Falls. Zach Moore works for Small 
World Realty as a Realtor. His wife, Mandi 
(Ballesteros) Moore (’07), works for Lantana 
ISD as a teacher. They live in Lantana, 
Texas. Laura Settlage works for Metrocare 
Services as a psychiatric mental health nurse 
practitioner. She lives in Dallas. Amanda 
(Alsup) Wynn lives in Richardson, Texas.

2008
Jimmy Adams works for the City of Wichita 
Falls as a senior lab technician. He lives in 
Wichita Falls. Todd Couch is an Assistant 
Professor of Criminology at Coker College. 
He lives in Hartsville, S.C. Jennifer 
(Cunningham) Hathaway lives in Flower 
Mound, Texas. Josh Webb works for Carrier 
Enterprise as a territory manager. He lives in 
Sachse, Texas. 

2009
Zahnela Claxton works for Nevis Island 
Administration as a coordinator of youth 
development. She lives in Charlestown, 
Nevis. James Monson Jr. works for USMS as 
a senior inspector. He lives in Hoover, Ala. 
Jessica Ransom works for Mansfield ISD 
and lives in Mansfield, Texas. 

2010
Lori Lea Armstrong and Michael Joseph 
Lutz were married on June 14, 2014. They 
live in Las Colinas, Texas. Amanda Michele 
Boutin and Michael Anthony Mejia (’11) 
were married in January 2014. They reside 
in Fort Worth. Kameasha Kelso lives in 
Dallas. Rachael Phillips is a doctoral 
student at Texas Tech University in the 
educational psychology department and is 
a learning specialist graduate assistant for 
TTU Athletic Academic Services. She lives 
in Lubbock. 

2011
Marc Beason lives in Burkburnett, 
Texas. Tara (Liston) Fuller works for UT 
Southwestern Medical Center as a heart 
and lung transplant coordinator RN. She 
lives Dallas. Michael Mejia works for Alcon 
Pharmaceuticals in Fort Worth. Cameron 
Storey works for Fidelity Investments in 
electronic response. He lives in Fort Worth. 
Vishnu Sureddi lives in Farmington Hills, 
Mich. 

2012
Gilbert Castaneda works for Bayshore 
Medical Center as an imaging manager. He 
lives in Pearland, Texas. Taylor Jackson 
is a firefighter for the City of Waco. He 
and his wife, Amanda (Boudreaux) 
Jackson (’13), live in Waco, Texas. Lisa 
McKinley lives in Memphis, Tenn. Mallory 
Motley lives in Wichita Falls. Emily Otto 
and Travis Veitenheimer were married 
June 29, 2013. They are furthering their 
education while living in Temple, Texas. 
Charles Smith works for Aureus Medical 
Group. He lives in Seabrook, S.C. Taylor 
Turner works for the PLH Group as a 
marketing assistant. She lives in Dallas. 
Katherine Elise Zuber and Rudolpho Leal 
III (’12) were married on
June 14, 2014. They reside in Waco, Texas.

2013
Ashley (Baugh) Armstrong lives in Wichita 
Falls. Shelby (Bradshaw) Beason and Marc 
Beason live in Corpus Christi, Texas.
Jordan Elizabeth Davis and Jeff Ealy 
were married on July 11, 2014. They live in 
Wichita Falls. Laiyatu Manya works for the 
212th CSH as a medic. Meagan Matthews 
works in the art/creative department at 
Hobby Lobby’s corporate headquarters. She 
lives in Oklahoma. Patricia Pierce works 
for the Department of Family and Protective 
Services as a CPS conservatorship specialist. 
She lives in Wichita Falls. Allison (Strug) 
Ruebsamen lives in Houston. Martha 
(Chimhashu) Spears works at HealthSouth 
Rehabilitation Hospital as a registered nurse. 
She lives in Midland, Texas.

2014
Ahmed Abdela lives in Garland, Texas. 
Brittany Ancell lives in Valley View, Texas. 
Asher Auguiste lives in Wichita Falls. 
Virginia Bartush lives in Wichita Falls. 
Miriam (Hahn) Buoy works for Community 
Health Associates as a psychiatric mental 
health nurse practitioner – board certified. 
She lives in Yuma, Ariz. Dustin Bowers 
works for Texas Parks and Wildlife as 
a maintenance ranger/utility plant 
operator. He lives in Henrietta, Texas. 
Summer (Shawn) Campbell works for 
Child Advocates-CASA of Red River as a 
case supervisor. She lives in Henrietta, 
Texas. Cheyenne Cannedy works at State 
National Bank as a teller. She lives in 
Iowa Park, Texas. Peyton Cantrell lives in 
Henrietta, Texas. Cameron Castro works 
for Burkburnett ISD as a paraprofessional. 
He lives in Wichita Falls. Natalie Charters 
lives in Keller, Texas. Marry Collins lives 
in Paradise, Calif. Debbie Del Pozo lives in 
San Antonio. Ayca (Koken) Dikmen lives 
in Wichita Falls. Valerie (Averette) Dunn 
works for the Advanced Rehabilitation and 
Healthcare Center as a social worker. 

Kallie Essary lives in McKinney, Texas. 
Gamal Francis lives in Wichita Falls. Gelila 
Getachew lives in Rowlett, Texas. Shanice 
Glover lives in Prince George, Va. Kayla 
Hendrix works for Moore Camp Phillips & 
Patterson LLP as a staff accountant. She 
lives in Wichita Falls. Kayla Hennes works 
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alumni
A S S O C I AT ION

M I D W E S T E R N  S TAT E  U N I V E R S I T Y

Membership in the MSU Alumni 
Association is the most recognizable 
way of showing your support for your 
university. More than 3,000 members 
support alumni and student programs 
while receiving numerous benefits and 
discounts through their membership. 
 
SUPPORT:  Your membership dues 
form the operating budget of the 
association.  With those dues, we are 
able to host and promote the activities 
for Homecoming, graduating senior 
events, print and distribute alumni news 
and brochures, secure promotional 
premiums for members, recognize 
outstanding alumni, as well as 
participate and host statewide events.
 
NETWORK:  Use your membership to 
contact lost classmates, recruit future 
MSU students, and reconnect at MSU 
annual homecoming festivities.

CAREER SEARCH:  The Career 
Management Center will assist 
members with career search needs 
through MustangsHIRE.org.
 
MOFFETT LIBRARY:  Members may use 
and check out materials.

MSU CREDIT UNION:  Members of the 
Association are eligible to join.
 
DISCOUNTS:  Shop and save! Members 
receive a 10 percent discount on all 
imprinted items at the MSU Bookstore. 
Discounts apply to Artist-Lecture 
Series events, continuing education 
courses, sporting events, and to the 
MSU Wellness Center. Additional 
discounts and benefits available. Your 
membership will more than pay for 
itself! 

Membership in the Alumni Association 
is available to alumni, former students, 
and friends of the university.   

To join, call the Office of Alumni 
Relations at 940-397-4121 or join 
online at mwsu.edu/alumni.

for Ochsner Baptist Medical Center as a 
registered nurse. She lives in Kenner, La. 
Kevin Hinnant lives in Burkburnett, Texas. 
Matilda Kankam lives in Houston. Jenny 
(Hogue) Kimball works for Irving ISD as a 
paralegal. She lives in Grand Prairie, Texas. 
Megan Kinney works for Helen Farabee 
Centers as a patient/family education 
registered nurse. She lives in Wichita Falls. 

Kari (Bristow) Martin works for Lake 
Granbury Medical Center as an RT. She lives 
in Stephenville, Texas. Anthony McAfee 
lives in Belleair, Fla. Ogechi Nnubuife lives 
in Houston. Brittany Pembleton lives in 
Wichita Falls.

Alex Petree lives in Midland, Texas. Brenda 
Pron lives in Norman, Okla. Laura Ragland 
works at Aureus Medical as a cardiac 
interventional radiologic technologist. She 

To wrap up the fall semester, MSU graduate and Mount Everest 
survivor Dr. Beck Weathers delivered the commencement address in 
December. Weathers was a member of a 1996 expedition to Mount Everest 
that was hit with a severe snowstorm. Eight died and others were severely 
injured. Unconscious, Weathers was left in the snow and presumed dead, but 
he regained consciousness and made his way to a camp. Weathers suffered 
frostbite that resulted in the loss of his right hand, part of his left hand, and 
his nose. Weathers wrote Left for Dead: My Journey Home from Everest 
about his experience on Everest and how it changed his life. The book was 
published in 2000. His story of survival after being presumed dead taught him 
to value his family and the gift of having a second chance. His inspirational 
message of hope in the face of insurmountable odds has made him a popular 
speaker around the world.

lives in Fort Worth. Audrey Reaves 
lives in Oak Park, Ill. Jared Reed lives 
in Garland, Texas. Rachel Rodriguez 
lives in San Angelo, Texas. Jessica 
Segraves works for Western Oklahoma 
State College as a radiology clinical 
coordinator. She lives in Altus, Okla. 
Kellie Sepeda lives in Munday, Texas. 
Skyler Sparks lives in Wichita Falls. 
Logan Spidell lives in Carrollton, 
Texas. Ricardo Torres lives in Wichita 
Falls. Jonathan Vitela works for 
First Convenience Bank as a branch 
supervisor. He lives Wichita Falls. 
Lindsay Warren works for Star Medical 
Center. She lives in Plano, Texas. Margo 
(Hector) Wilcox works at the Baylor 
Scott & White Kingsland Clinic as a 
radiologic and lab technician. She lives 
in Marble Falls, Texas. Cynthia Yerby 
lives in Sunset, Texas. 
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1938 Sue (Red) Addison, 94,
 June 3, 2014
1949 Aubrey (Brief) Lester, 86,   
 Sept. 22, 2014
1950 James Hill, 89, Oct. 27, 2014
 John Lovelace, 86, Sept. 4, 2014
 John Minton, 88, Sept. 25, 2014
 Malleta (Henson) Pallmeyer, 85,
 Aug. 21, 2014
 Robert Porter Jr., 88, Sept. 25, 2014
 Harvey Smith, 85, Aug. 15, 2014
 Juanita (Lawrence) Stanford, 85,  
 Nov. 11, 2014
1951 Ed Moser, 86, Aug. 29, 2014
1954 Roy D. Alsup, 82, June 3, 2014 
 Jimmy Browning Sr., 82,
 Oct. 18, 2014
1955 William A. McKee, 80, June 14, 2014
 Fred Stimpson, 82, Sept. 15, 2014
1956 Patricia (Butler) McCleese, 80,
 Oct. 19, 2014
1957 Dannel Hall, 79, Nov. 7, 2014
 Robert Sparks, 81, Aug. 6, 2014
 Martha Streit, 93, Nov. 15, 2014
1959 Robert “Bob” Key Jr., 77,
 May 31, 2014
 Sylvia (Katsidonis) Papageorge, 76,  
 Oct. 18, 2014
 Jewel (Prine) West, 90, Aug. 15, 2014
1965 Charles Reck, 74, March 31, 2014
1966 Milburn Coleman, 71, Sept. 29, 2014
1967 James Parkey, 69, July 16, 2014
 Mary (Farley) Wickham, 83,
 Sept. 1, 2014
1968 Olna (Jacobs) Lawler, 89,
 June 9, 2014
 B. Don Peery, 75, Sept. 12, 2014
1969 John Selman, 72, July 20, 2014

1970 Florene (Saville) Bullard, 81,
 June 28, 2014
 Renate (Riley) Hargrave, 66,
 Nov. 20, 2014
 Sharon (Fincher) Hawkins, 67,
 June 18, 2014
 Charles Rhone, 71, June 12, 2014
1971 Julian Acker, 66, July 30, 2014
 Elizabeth (Bass) Meeks, 82,
 July 5, 2014
 Mary (Robinson) Lester, 65,
 Nov. 29, 2014
1972 Marcia Golden, 68, Feb. 24, 2014
 Patricia (Westmoreland) Pierce,  
 72, May 22, 2014
 Michael Zinni, 65, July 29, 2014
1973 Wanda (Harris) Lebow, 85,
 Nov. 26, 2014
 Robert J. Mathews, 62,
 Sept. 13, 2014
 William “Bill” Winters, 63,
 Nov. 11, 2014
1975 William Belcher, 80, Oct. 6, 2014
 Gayla (Guffey) Cummins, 64,
 Sept. 27, 2014
 Danny Edwards, 68, Sept. 27, 2014
 Bernard Hathaway, 86,
 Nov. 27, 2014
 Richard Hone, 75, Sept. 4, 2014
1976 Kay (Baskerville) Berry, 76,
 Nov. 18, 2014
1977 Allen Washburn, 59, Nov. 9, 2014
1978 Roscoe Elmore, 66, Nov. 14, 2014
1980 Laura Parham, 57, Sept. 12, 2014
 Sandra (Adams) Sims, 75,
 July 6, 2014
1982 Peggy (Adkisson) Allen, 70,
 July 2, 2014 

1984 Gary D. Russell, 53, June 6, 2014
1985 David Lewis, 56, Nov. 28, 2014
 Thomas Scott Jr., 57, Aug. 9, 2014
 Rosa (Sheets) Neff-Mata, 68,
 Sept. 11, 2014
1986 Keith Barrick, 66, July 2, 2013
 Frances (Pond) Highsmith, 86,  
 June 23, 2014
 Clark E. Jones, 91, Sept. 1, 2014
1987 Guy A. Crenshaw, 50, Oct. 26, 2014
1988 Minnie (Walker) Moses, 80,
 May 28, 2014
 Suzanne (Labelle) Su, 68,
 Nov. 2, 2014 
1990 Staci (Tekell) House, 50,
 April 28, 2014
 Guy Nethery, 47, Oct. 18, 2014
 Susan (Appuglies) Starr, 52,
 Nov. 13, 2014
1994 Ruby (Vestal) Pontician, 56,
 Sept. 4, 2014
1995 Elizabeth Ann (Roberts) O’Hara,  
 64, Nov. 2, 2014
1996 Alma Marshall, 79, Sept. 30, 2014
1997 Stacey (Irwin) Ferrente, 39,
 Oct. 14, 2014
2005 Charles C. Crowley, 32, June 7, 2014
 Holly (Hall) Humphrey, 53,
 April 4, 2014
 Stephen Lawrence, 40, Nov. 19, 2014
2009 Erin (Short) Schrick, 27,
 Nov. 21, 2014

MSU Community 
 Charles W. Bolin, 88, friend,
 Aug. 21, 2014

 Jacqueline L. Cuevas, 79,   
 retired faculty, June 25, 2014

 Kenneth Ray Farabee, 81,   
 friend, Nov. 21, 2014

 Charles “Mike” Hagler, 78,   
 retired staff, June 6, 2014

 Louie Clarence Huffman, 87,
 retired faculty, Dec. 13, 2014

 James R. King, 79, faculty, 
 Sept. 15, 2014

 Louis J. Rodriguez, 81,   
 former MSU President,
 Nov. 21, 2014

 Alfred “Fred” Stewart, 79,   
 retired faculty, Aug. 17, 2014

  Dale W. Ulrich, 73, retired staff,
 Aug. 10, 2014
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Remembering 
ALFRED DEAN STEWART JR. joined the Midwestern 
faculty in 1973 to teach English and philosophy. For 35 
years he shared his love of literature, critical thinking, and 
philosophy with students and colleagues. Dr. Stewart passed 
away on August 17, 2014, at the age of 79.

Midwestern State University mourned the passing of 
several longtime professors this past fall.

JACQUELINE LEONE CUEVAS served as Associate Professor 
of Psychology for 22 years, from 1984 until her retirement in 2005. 
She was fluent in Spanish and volunteered as an ESL tutor.
Dr. Cuevas passed away June 25, 2014, at the age of 79.

JAMES R. KING joined the Midwestern 
history department in 1968. Dr. King was 
sponsor of MSU’s Alpha Chi chapter for 
17 years and served as associate sponsor 
for another nine years. He was honored 
for Distinguished Service to Alpha Chi at 
the National Convention of the Society in 
San Diego in 2011. Dr. King passed away 
September 15, 2014, at the age of 79.

For those desiring, memorial donations may be sent to MSU Donor Services, 3410 Taft Boulevard, 
Wichita Falls, Texas 76308, or visit mwsu.edu and select Give to MSU.

LOUIE CLARENCE HUFFMAN 
earned two degrees from Midwestern. 
In 1955, he joined the Midwestern 
mathematics faculty. Dr. Huffman served 
as the chair of the department from 1968 
to 1983 and director of the Division of 
Mathematical Sciences from 1983 to 1987. 
He retired in 1991. Dr. Huffman passed 
away December 13, 2014, at the age of 87.

Remembering 
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#msuproud
Your MSU Co-Ed Cheer 

Squad earned third place at 
the 2015 UCA & UDA College 

Cheerleading and Dance Team 
National Championship in 

Orlando, Fla., in January. On 
the way home, the group made 

a stop in Austin to represent 
Midwestern State University 
and Wichita Falls during the 

2015 Texas Inauguration 
Parade. Congratulations! 

#livemaroon


