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“The fascination of sociology lies in the fact that its perspective makes us see in a new light the very world in which we have lived all our lives…The sociologist does not look at phenomena that nobody else is aware of.  But he looks at the same phenomena in a different way.”  

-Peter Berger
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Required Text:  

· Open Stax: Introduction to Sociology 2e: link to FREE PDF textbook is pasted below and will be posted on GV.

· https://openstax.org/details/books/introduction-sociology-2e 
· Other selected articles while in London (will be emailed); no need to print
Supplies needed:  camera, notebook, pens/pencils, and laptop OR tablet.  You do not need to have a background in sociology to enroll in this course.  

***Join our Facebook page once officially enrolled!  Find us at: British Studies Sociology 2019
Course Information  
This course will take a comparative institutional approach to understanding British culture and society.  That is, we will be comparing social institutions in Britain (i.e. government, marriage/families, media, religion, sport, etc.) with our knowledge and understanding of those institutions in the U.S.  Other topics to be examined comparatively are sexuality, gender, immigration, deviance/criminality, and even the culture of food.  Consistent with the quote from Berger above, we will use our heightened perception as strangers (i.e. your sociological imagination) in a new land to understand those social phenomena which are normally difficult to uncover due to their “everyday” nature.  Our modes of investigation will include first hand experience, class reading and discussion, expert lectures, and field trips.  Class will be a time for discussion, lecture, and activity.  Your participation will be expected.  Sociology is unique because of its ability to integrate information from many different sources.  It will be crucial that you become one of those sources during this semester.  In other words, you will be expected to synthesize information from your background and experiences with the readings.  In this course you will gain both a sociological framework with which to think about the world and the ability to communicate those thoughts.  
Learning Outcomes
By the end of the semester:

1. Students will demonstrate the ability to identify and understand key sociological concepts (e.g. society, culture, sociological imagination, socialization, norms, etc.) and apply them to British society.
2. Students will demonstrate the ability to articulate and analyze perspectives and values of British social life.
3. Students will demonstrate an ability to articulate and analyze the following concerning British culture: social norms, marriage & family, gender & sexuality, education, religion, ethnic minorities, social status/hierarchy, crime/deviance, and the mass media.
Course Format, Assignments, and Grading Scale
The format of this class will be a combination of lecture, class discussion, guest speakers, and field trips.  Exams and assignments are listed below.  Keep in mind, this work is for 6 hours of upper-level credit.
1. 4 Journal entries: 100pts (10%)

2. 13 Chapter Summaries: 100pts (10%)

3. 1 Participant Observation: 100pts (10%)
4. 1 Final Exam: 150pts (15%)

5. Participation: 100pts (10%)

6. Final Research Paper: 450pts (45%)

	Grading Scale: 1000 total possible pts 
	
	%

	900 – 1000
	A


	90-100%

	800 – 899
	B


	80-89%



	700 – 799
	C


	70-79%

	600 – 699 
	D


	60-69%

	599 or below
	F
	Less than 60%


Methods of Evaluation
Journals: (100 points total)
· Your journal will be turned in weekly for a total of 4 times. Each journal entry is worth 25 points for a total of 100 points.  In your journal entries, you will be reflecting on and reacting to how you felt and what you thought about the week’s experiences, as well as applying the material learned in class, guest lectures, and field trips and from the assigned reading.  Your journals are to consist of an entry for each day we have class/speakers/field trips (Monday through Thursday) AND one entry from your weekend fun!  Ultimately, each journal will have 5 dated entries.  This journal will be in electronic format, meaning you will type your journal entries and then email your journal entries to me.  Journal entries will be due to me via email each Thursday by 11:59PM London time.  What I expect in your journals: 
1. Formatting: Cover page with a unique title, name, course, and date.  Your responses must be typed, double spaced, 12 point Times New Roman font, with 1 inch margins all around.  
2. 5 dated entries for each week (1 for Monday, 1 for Tuesday, 1 for Wednesday, 1 for Thursday, and 1 for your combined experiences on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday).

3. All students must keep journals where they reflect on discussion topics, insights, experiences, or sociological questions.  As part of this assignment, students will be required to use local newspapers, magazines, and mass media to analyze British culture and perspectives on local and global events.  Each journal must include an aspect of local media.  These journals will be graded on how well you are applying the sociological perspective(s) to what you are learning in class, on field trips, and from guest speakers.  Weekday entries can include personal stuff, but must include the previous required material.  Weekend entries are only required to be personal, but can relate back to class if you wish.  
4. Length is not of concern.  Journal entries are about content and understanding.  Length will come with thorough explanation.  Spelling, grammar, punctuation, and capitalization count
Participant Observation: (100 points)
· The United States and London are your very own personal social laboratory—there are so many places to choose to do this assignment.  You will do one participant observation at a location in the United States before departure and one participant observation at a location in London.  Your locations must be similar for both so you may do a comparison.  For example, if you chose to do a participant observation of a park in the U.S., you must do one in a park in London.  The same would be true of places such as a restaurant, church (or other religious service), shopping center, etc.

· To prevent overlap, your location must be approved by me in advance.  You will choose your location by June 1, 2019 and it is first come, first serve, meaning if you choose a location someone else has already chosen, you’ll have to choose a different location.  Your notes for your participant observation in the U.S. will be due to me via email by 11:59pm June 27, 2019, Georgia time.  Your notes for your participant observation in London will be due to me via email by 5:00pm July 25, 2019, London time.  The final compiled assignment will be due to me via email (in a separate document than your notes) via email by 5:00pm July 29, 2019, London time.  See handout for full instructions—I will provide these via email once the class roster is established.
Chapter Summaries: (100 points)
· There are a total of 21 chapters in the textbook, which we will not be able to cover them all in a 4 week period.  However, we will be covering the first 12 chapters, as well as chapter 14.  In order to prepare you for sociology, you will be expected to write chapter summaries for each of the first 12 chapters and Chapter 14 in the required textbook.  Each chapter summary should be IN YOUR OWN WORDS and should be no less than one full page (double spaced) and no more than 2 pages (double spaced).  At the end of your chapter summary, you should explain what you learned and took away from the chapter.  I might also suggest adding questions you have—this will help in class discussion as we cover the material.  These chapter summaries will be due to me in a single Word document via email by 11:59pm Thursday June 27, 2019, Georgia time.  This will cut down on your reading time while in London!  (  
“Preconceived notions are the locks on the door to wisdom.”
-Merry Browne
Class Attendance, Participation, Homework, and Contribution: (100 points total)
· You are both teacher and student in this class, thus, your attendance is imperative.  Discussion and sharing of views in the classroom are strongly encouraged.  Please make comments and ask questions beneficial to the entire class.  Without being in class, you will not learn much, and you will not be able to teach us what you know.  
· Class attendance also involves more than physical presence.  You are expected to contribute to our discussions and give your fellow classmates, myself, and any guests your fullest attention.  Students will be graded on the amount and quality of their contribution to discussions in the classroom.  Participation includes interaction in the classroom through open discussion of particular topics.  You are expected to come prepared with notes on the class’s assigned readings and assigned documentaries.  Homework assignments may also be given in regards to field trips (e.g. preparing questions for field trip, researching field trips in advance, writing a reflection paper specific to a field trip, etc.).
Final Exam: (150 points total)
· There will be one exam (final exam) in this course.  Your exam will be a short answer and essay exam.  Tours/field trips, lectures, guest speakers, and readings will be used for exam material.
Final Research Paper: (450 points total)
· Each student is required to submit a 17-20 page research paper of that student’s own original work.  The paper is to answer a research question (or questions) that pertains to a chosen social issue in the United Kingdom in a literature review format.  Please note this is not a comparison paper and will only focus on the United Kingdom.  The final grade for the research paper will include both the proposal and the final draft.  The proposal will be worth 150pts (~33%) and the final draft will be worth 300pts (~67%).  See handout for full instructions—I will provide these via email once the class roster is established.  Due dates for proposal and final draft TBA.
LATE WORK IS NOT ACCEPTED. NO EXCUSES. NO EXCEPTIONS.
Incomplete policy:  Incompletes will only be given in the case of emergencies documented and approved by both the course professor and the director of the British Studies Program.  Please contact your professor in case of an emergency.
Classroom Expectations
CLASS ATTENDANCE:  You are both teacher and student in this class, thus, your prompt attendance is imperative.  You are also expected to be on time AND staying the entire class period.  Without being in class, you will not learn much, and you will not be able to teach us what you know.  One letter grade will be deducted for each class session missed (tardiness will be counted as an absence).  For example, if your grade in the class is an 88, and you missed a morning class session, your final grade will be a 78.  Class attendance involves more than physical presence.  You are expected to contribute to our discussions and give your fellow classmates, myself, and any guests your fullest attention.  If you are late for field trips, you WILL BE LEFT BEHIND.  
DRESS CODE:  As a student in this course, you are a representative of your university and your country.  Several of the required field trips will necessitate specific codes for dress (walking, professional, business casual).  Be prepared to wear the appropriate attire for these outings and events.  You will be required to change if your dress code does not fit the site visit.  If changing makes you late, you will be left behind as we have a strict schedule to adhere to for field trips.  Keep in mind that missing any class or field trip results in a letter grade reduction (British Studies Program policy).

BEHAVIOR:  Perhaps most importantly, the issues we deal with in this class are often seen as controversial and you may be exposed to arguments you do not agree with through the readings, discussion, or lectures.  As this is a sociology course, it will be wise for you to utilize your sociological imagination to view the world objectively in order to understand how it operates.  You are encouraged and expected to voice your opinion about these issues, but I also expect you to support your arguments with evidence.  Moreover, I expect students, as well as myself, to create a comfortable class environment by sharing ideas, observations, and questions in a respectful manner.  Words or actions that result in hostility or tension in the classroom will not be tolerated.  In discussing controversial issues and topics students are expected to exercise maturity, sensitivity, and respect in their language and behavior.  Additionally, cell phones are strictly prohibited in the classroom, during guest speaker presentations, and while on guided field trips (may only be used on field trips for pictures).  Inappropriate use of cell phones will result in a letter grade deduction for each use. Working on other projects is also strictly prohibited.
ACADEMIC DISHONESTY:  Cheating in all forms is strictly prohibited.  All parties involved in the submission of plagiarized or copied work will be found equally guilty of academic misconduct under all circumstances, be they intended or unintended.  It is the responsibility of the student to know, understand, and comply with policies on cheating and plagiarism.  Penalties for cheating and plagiarism include zero for the assignment, failing the course, and/or expulsion from the British Studies Program.  Evidence of cheating will also be reported to the Dean of your home university with the possibility of further consequences.  There are no exceptions to this policy.  Please use the following website to learn more about plagiarism.  https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/using_research/avoiding_plagiarism/is_it_plagiarism.html 
***All final research papers WILL be turned in through turnitin.com.  Instructions will be provided at a later date.
Students with Disabilities
By university policy, students with disabilities who seek special accommodations must register with their “home campus” Student Disabilities office.  Students who have been approved for accommodations will be given a memorandum from their home campus Disability office to give to each of their professors advising of the special accommodations needed in their cases. If you have been approved for special accommodations, please speak to the professor before the departure and provide all relevant documentation in advance.
Tentative topics & Field trips

(These are based on previous semesters in London and are not guaranteed for this course)

· Sociology of Work: Oxford, England

· Sociology of Music: British Music Experience at the O2

· Sociology of Education: Department for Education

· Sociology of Media: Tour of BBC and possible guest speaker

· Government: tour of Parliament; tour of courts

· Imperial War Museum in Duxford

· Punting in Cambridge

· Issues in Family: domestic violence (Women’s Resource Center), childhood (possible guest speaker)

· Additional cultures: British Museum

· Sociology of Art: National Gallery

· Sociology of Deviance/Criminology: British Surveillance, White Collar Crime, visit Youth Action Diversity Trust, Guest speaker: Mental Health, Stress, Crime, & Disorder, Guest speaker: Child Trafficking, Guest speaker: Children and Child Protection in Britain, Galleries of Justice in Nottingham, Royal Courts of Justice
· Sociology of Serial Killers: Jack the Ripper walking tour 

· Sociology of Religion: Canterbury Cathedral

· Sociology of Sport: Wimbledon

· Social class: West End play--Blood Brothers

· Public Health and Immigration: walking tour of East End or guest speaker

· Consumerism: Harrods
***Please Note: The course syllabus provides a general plan and is subject to change at any time because of the nature of international travel.  You will be notified of any changes
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