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Federal Pell Grant Changes From the One Big Beautiful Bill Act:

• No Pell Grant for students fully covered by non-federal grants and 

scholarships:

➢ Students who receive grants or scholarships from non-federal sources (institutional, 

state, or private) that cover their entire cost of attendance (COA) are ineligible to 

receive a Pell Grant, even if otherwise eligible for the program. 

➢ Previously, a Pell-eligible student whose full COA was covered by non-federal sources 

could still receive a Pell Grant in addition to the non-federal aid. 

➢ This change could affect student-athletes on full-ride scholarships, as well as other 

students whose institutional, state, and/or private aid meet or exceed full COA. 

➢ Institutions can reduce non-federal aid to below the COA to preserve Pell Grant 

eligibility. 

Effective with the 

2026-27 Academic 

Year!


