
 

 

Building a Discussion Forum and Topic with Replace 

Strings 
Why Do I Need This Workflow? 
Discussions enhance communication and collaboration within a course. Forums and topics can be created at 
the start of a course or added as it develops. This workflow guides you through creating a discussion forum 
and topics. To personalize the experience, you can add a replace string to topic text. 
Note: Create a forum first, then a topic. 
 

Workflow Steps: 
Step one:  
Select Communication in the navbar, then select Discussions. 

 
 

Step two: 
Under the Discussions List tab, click New, then select New Forum. 

 



 

 

Step three: 
Enter a Title, add a Description, and select whichever options you prefer below the description box.  

 
 

Step four: 
Now navigate to the Restrictions tab.  

 
 
  



 

 

Step five: 
Apply Availability settings to your forum. Choose whether to Hide from Users and whether to Display in 
Calendar by selecting or leaving each option unchecked. 

 
 

Step six: 
Select Attach Existing, then click the down arrow to view the drop-down menu under View Conditions for. 
Select the correct tool to apply the Release Conditions to, then select Attach. 

 



 

 

Step seven: 
If you need to create a release condition, select Create and Attach, then click the down arrow to view the 
drop-down menu under Condition Type. Select the correct option to apply the Release Conditions to, then 
select Create. 

  
 

Step eight: 
To set restrictions, select Group and Section Restrictions, then choose a category from the dropdown and 
click Add. Release conditions: Hide the forum until students complete specific tasks. Group restrictions: Limit 
forum access to selected groups. 

 
 

Step nine:  
Select Save and Close if you are finished, Save and Add Topic, or Save to keep working later. 
 

 
 



 

Create a Discussion Topic: 
Step one: 
Select Communication in the navbar. In the drop-down menu, select Discussions. 

 
 

Step two: 
On the Discussions List page, click New, then select New Topic. 

 
 

Step three: 
From here you will enter the Topic Title, Grade Out Of, Due Date, and Description.  

 
 



 

Step four: 
To create or choose a forum for this topic, select Change Forum. Then either select Create a Forum and enter 
a title, or choose an existing forum. Finally, select Apply Changes.

 
 

Step five: 
Click the eye icon to make the discussion topic visible when you’re ready. Select Save to keep working later, or 
Save and Close if you’re finished. 

 
 

Check for Success:  
If your forum and topic are listed in the Discussions tool, you have completed this workflow successfully! 
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