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Student Spotlight: Jeffrey Lang 

My name is Jeffrey Lang. I have been married for fourteen years and 

have four children. I live in Fort Worth, Texas and have resided here 

since my discharge from active duty in 2004. I have worked for the 

Tarrant County College Police Department for approximately nine 

years and currently hold the rank of Corporal. I am also a Staff 

Sergeant in the U.S Army Reserves with total service time of nineteen 

years and seven months. I hold an Advanced Peace Officer license, 

Instructor certification, Advanced Field Training Officer certification, 

IPMBA certification, and SAFVIC Investigator certification. I am also a 

Police Honor Guard member. 

Now in the Army Reserves, I serve as a Senior Instructor for 42A 

Human Resource re-class and Advance Leadership Course. I am also 

the Battalion Quality Assurance NCO. I have held a number of 

positions throughout my military career including Human Resource 

NCOIC, MP, Tank Crewman, and Training Assistant NCOIC. 

This is my senior year at Midwestern State University and I look 

forward to graduating in December 2017. I have completed my 

Associates of Art degree at Tarrant County College. I have worked at 

a slow, but nevertheless continuous pace due to juggling multiple 

careers and a demanding family life. Knowing my challenges and 

goals and how they will eventually work to benefit my family helps to 

feed my drive to the finish line. My degree is a BAAS in Criminal 

Justice with a goal of entering into a Master's program for Mental 

Health Counseling. I chose the BAAS program because it closely 

relates to my current field and will assist in offering potential career 

progression. I look forward to entering a Master ‘s program and 

starting my journey towards counseling my fellow military and police 

brothers and sisters who have been adversely affected by war and 

police shootings. I know that this will only be accomplished by 

finishing my race and starting my own practice, but with determination 

and fortitude this goal can be obtained.   (continued next page) 
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BAAS Accolades 

 

 Lance Adkins graduated 

Magna Cum Laude in May 

2016.  Mr. Adkins was 

accepted to law school at 

Texas Tech University and 

recently successfully 

completed his first 

semester of studies. 

 Clarissa Kennedy 

graduated Magna Cum 

Laude in December 2016.  

Ms. Kennedy is now 

pursing a Master’s Degree 

in Human Resource 

Management here at MSU. 

 Allen Hill graduated 

Summa Cum Laude in 

August 2016.   Mr. Hill was 

sworn in as Chief of Police 

at the University of 

Houston-Clear Lake Police 

Department in December 

2016.   

Jeffery Lang, BAAS Senior. 
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Lang, continued… 

I am an East Texas boy that grew up in a town of approximately 1,100 people, 

and have learned a bit more about life through my ventures. I am grateful for 

my opportunities to continuously learn and understand that education is a 

continuous process. My most rewarding college experience was being 

accepted into an honor society during my junior year. Some advice that I can 

offer other working adults and nontraditional students is that life does 

sometimes get in the way of educational progression. I know this all too well. If 

you fall off, don’t stay off. Formulate a plan of action and continue to drive 

forward. No matter how slow the progression feels, realize that you are still 

moving forward and that the only person that can stop your success is you. 

Understand that online college takes a lot of discipline, there will always be 

something else you could be doing to pull your attention away from your set 

study time. Stay true to your goals and focus on the task at hand. There is 

nothing wrong with slowing your pace in order to finish the run. 

 

 

Writing Proficiency Exam Information 

The Writing Proficiency Exam is a graduation requirement of all Bachelor 

Degree seeking candidates.  On-campus students who are enrolled in an 

online course, or distance-education students who live less than 150 miles 

from Wichita Falls, TX must take the on-campus Writing Proficiency 

Exam.  The next exam will take place on Tuesday, February 28th, through 

Saturday, March 4th, 2017. To qualify for the WPE, students must 

have posted (not pending) on their MSU transcript a minimum of 60 credit 

hours earned and have completed six hours of Communication Core classes.  

The online payment system to register for an on-campus exam will be 

available in late January.  Please go to the “Pay for the WPE” link on the 

Writing Proficiency Requirement website to purchase your ticket. 

To qualify for a proctored exam you must live more than 150 miles from 

Wichita Falls, TX according to MapQuest.  The Office of Writing Proficiency is 

accepting applications for the spring 2017 proctored Writing Proficiency 

Exam. Please note the following deadlines, as they cannot be extended: 

The application period for the proctored Writing Proficiency Exam will be open 

on Monday, January 23rd, through Wednesday, February 8th, 2017 at 4PM 

(Central Time). 

The last day to have proctor arrangements finalized will be Monday, February 

13th, 2017 at 11:30AM (Central Time). No exceptions will be made. 

The exam will be administered from February 20-22nd, 2017 through D2L. 

 The online application form became available on Monday, January 

23rd.  Follow the “Distance Education Students” link on the Writing Proficiency 

Requirement website, then click onto the ‘Distance Verification’ button.   

 

Tips For Success 

 
  Take advantage of early 

registration.  Classes fill 

quickly and delays may 

keep you from enrolling in 

the courses that you want 

to take. 

 

  Pay close attention to 

your degree plan and fill it 

in as you make academic 

progress.  

 

 Take the Writing 

Proficiency Exam in a 

timely manner.  Waiting to 

take the exam during your 

final semester may delay 

your graduation.  Have a 

plan in place in the event 

that you have to take 

ENGL 2113 in place of the 

exam. (See additional  

information on this page.) 

 

 Apply for graduation two 

semesters prior to your 

projected date.  This gives 

our office adequate time 

to get your graduation 

audit back from the 

Registrar.  When we get 

your audit back early it 

gives us a timely 

opportunity to address any 

potential problems. 

 

 Let your advisor know if 

you make any schedule 

changes.  We want to 

ensure that you are not in 

any classes you do not 

need. 

 

 



“Don’t let the noise of other’s opinions drown out your own inner voice.  

And most important, have the courage to follow your heart and intuition.  
They somehow already know what you truly want to become.  
Everything else is secondary.” - Steve Jobs 

Congratulations December Graduates 

Our BAAS program has a long history of amazing students and we 

always want to take the time to congratulate our graduates.  We know 

that you have put in a tremendous amount of hard work and time and 

you deserve recognition.  BAAS students are a very special group of 

people.  All of our students have one common goal, to obtain their 

Bachelor’s Degree; however, all have  taken different paths to get here 

and have unique stories.  Non-traditional adult students typically juggle 

school, family, and work obligations and it is often not an easy path.  

The hard work and dedication put forth by our students to reach their 

goals continue to amaze and inspire us. 

 

Graduation day is, of course, the culmination of a student’s academic 

endeavors and it is an honor to share this day with them.  We are so 

proud of your accomplishments.  Congratulations and best of luck in all 

that you do! 
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BAAS director, Dr. Delores Jackson, and graduates at the 

December 2016 commencement ceremony at Kay Yeager 

Coliseum, Wichita Falls, Texas. 

 

December 2016 

Graduates 

 
 

 

 

Samuel Aquino 

Sierra Rae Avery 

John Austin Baucum 

Jasilyn Nicole Boyce 

Greg Orett Daley 

Aerielle Denise Edwards 

Stacey Nicole Everidge 

Michael Christopher Gerst 

Teran Mika Griffin 

Tyler Gene Griffin 

Brianna Elise Harmon 

DeJon Jerome Haye 

Chase Tanner Henderson 

Matthew Ryan Honza 

Sondra L. Johnston 

Richele Lynn Jones 

Clarissa E. Kennedy 

Kenneth Ray Lemons, Jr. 

Michkeal Dyain Lewis 

Vanessa Marie Liston 

Jacalyn Jean McQueeney 

Lenore Medina 

Mellisa Arredondo Moncibaiz 

Kenneth Dwayne Morris 

Jennifer Leigh Ohm 

Lorraine Parmer 

Bradley Allen Pate 

Thomas O ‘Neal Petkovsek 

Samantha Cheyenne Pieper 

Nicholas Ryan Sommers 

Julie Baovy Tonnu 

Christopher Wade White 

Kelly Dwayne White 

Travis Preston Yandell 

Billy W. Yates 

Kameron Jamar Young 
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BAAS Program 
3410 Taft Boulevard 

Ferguson Building, Room 102 

Wichita Falls, TX 76308-2099 

 

 

Phone: 940-397-4400 

Fax: 940-397-4918 

Email: baas@mwsu.edu 

Website: www.mwsu.edu/baas  

 

 

Dr. Delores Jackson, Director 

Ms. Carley Kundert, Academic Advisor 

Ms. Brenda Rich, Secretary 

Ms. Sowjanya Nemani, Student Assistant 

 

 

The Bachelor of Applied Arts and Sciences (BAAS) 

degree is designed to offer students with workforce 

education, vocational-technical training and/or 

professional experience in occupational fields the 

opportunity to obtain a baccalaureate degree. Such 

experienced professional/vocational students may 

obtain credit toward this degree via regionally 

accredited college-level course work and/or certain 

types of professional and educational 

training.  Students who pursue the degree are 

required to complete the academic core 

requirements, thirty-six hours of advanced credit that 

is complementary to the vocational-technical or 

professional area, and any additional hours 

necessary to meet the 120-hour university 

requirement as stated in the catalog.  

The BAAS Program will be offering two $250 scholarships for the 

upcoming Fall 2017 semester.  Applicants must currently be enrolled in 

the BAAS program and must satisfy all admission requirements of the 

university and of the proposed program for consideration.  Please take 

the time to answer all sections of the application clearly and completely.   

 

Applications for the BAAS scholarship will be accepted from May 1, 

2017 to August 1, 2017.  The application for the scholarship can be 

accessed here: https://mwsu.edu/academics/education/baas/

scholarships.  Please send completed applications to the BAAS 

Academic Advisor, Carley Kundert, at carley.kundert@mwsu.edu.  Ms. 

Kundert will forward all completed applications to the BAAS Scholarship 

Committee for consideration. 

 

We want to extend a special thank you to our donors who regularly 

contribute to our program.  Donors are an integral part of what we do 

and we greatly appreciate your generosity.  Donations to the BAAS 

Program help make these scholarships possible.  Contributions are 

always welcome and can be sent to: Office of Donor Services, 3410 

Taft Boulevard, Wichita Falls, TX 76308-2099.  Be sure to specify that 

your donation is in support of the BAAS Program.   

Fall BAAS Scholarship 
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