
 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit the Council for Adult and 
Experiential Learning website 
http://www.cael.org/  for 
additional information on adult 
learning, adult support and 
resources. 

Students who come to higher 
education with considerable 
work, military, and other life 
experiences benefit when the 
learning that they have 
acquired from these 
experiences can be evaluated 
for college credit. Prior 
learning assessment, or PLA, 
is one term used for the 
various methods that 
postsecondary institutions use 
to evaluate a student’s 
experiential learning for 
college credit. Once relegated 
primarily to “adult serving” 
institutions, PLA is now 
becoming more mainstream. 
As more adults enroll in 

college to pursue and 
complete postsecondary 
credentials, more colleges are 
recognizing the need to offer 
PLA and the value it can offer 
to students. PLA can save 
adult students time and 
money, and research has 
found that adult students with 
PLA credit also have better 
degree completion rates. 

Courtesy of:  

       Klein-Collins, R. (2015). 
The Council for Adult and 
Experiential Learning: Linking 
Learning and Work. 

Adult Education in the Forefront  

Meet the New Police Chief: Patrick Coggins 

 
In February, Midwestern 

State University welcomed 

new Police Chief, Patrick 

Coggins.  Coggins takes up 

his post following the 

retirement of Chief Dan 

Williams. 

Coggins possesses an 

impressive resume of 

professional and academic 

accomplishments.  Coggins’ 

27-year career in law 

enforcement includes 

positions in the United 

States Air Force, the Texas 

cities of Winters and 

Snyder, and the West Texas 

A&M University campus in 

Canyon. 

Coggins holds  an 

associate’s degree from 

Western Texas College, a 

Bachelor of Applied Arts & 

Sciences from MSU, and a 

Master of Criminal Justice 

from Troy University.   

Welcome, Chief Coggins! 
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Early  
Registration for 

Currently Enrolled 
Students: 

 April 4 & 5 – 
Seniors 

 April 6 & 7 – 
Juniors 

 April 8 & 11 – 
Sophomores 

 April 12 & 13 - 
Freshmen 

 

Be sure to:  

 Carefully view 
the summer and 
fall schedules 

 Review your 
degree plan 

 Contact your 
advisor to have 
your advising 
hold lifted 

 Register on the 
day your holds 
are cleared 

 Do not change 
your schedule 
without 
consulting your 
advisor 

BAAS@ 
MIDWESTERN STATE UNIV ERSIT Y 

West College of Education  

Bachelor of Applied Arts & Sciences 

http://www.cael.org/


During the fall 2015 
semester, November 12, 
2015, Alice Suarez was 
inducted into the Alpha 
Gamma Chapter of 
Alpha Chi at Midwestern 
State University. Alpha 
Chi is a national 
academic honorary 
society whose 
membership is limited to 
the top ten percent of 
the junior and senior 
classes. Alice’s stellar 
GPA and academic 
pursuits earned her this 
distinction and 
recognition! Alice is also 
a distance student who 
lives in Lubbock, Texas. 
Here is her story: 
 
 

“I started at a local 
community college after 
I had my first child. 
During my first year 
school was not a priority 
so, in turn, I did not do 
so well. I then took a 
year off to move to 
California with my 
husband, who was in 
the Marine Corps. I 
returned to the 
community with a 
determined mindset. 
When I obtained my AA/
AAS in Criminal Justice, 
I chose MSU to continue 
my education. With my 
graduation day coming 
in May 2016, I will be 
receiving my BAAS, with 
an Emphasis in Criminal 

Justice. The road has 
been long with many 
obstacles. Along the 
way I lost my mother, 
and had two more 
children. I can easily say 
that my educational 
journey has been the 
most difficult thing that I 
have accomplished. 
However, I can also say 
that it is the best thing 
that I could have done 
for MYSELF! My journey 
is far from over as I plan 
to apply to graduate 
school upon graduation. 
The biggest lesson 
learned would be, if you 
work hard the results will 
show!” 
 

 Student Spotlight: 

Alice Suarez 
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“Education is 
not preparation 
for life; it is life 

itself.” 

-John Dewey  

BAAS Director, Dr. Delores Jackson, and Alice 



It was a pleasure reading your name 
in the Commencement Program, 
hearing your name called, and 
seeing you proudly walk across the 
stage at the Kay Yeager Coliseum in 

Wichita Falls, Texas on   
December 12, 2015. 

 
Best Wishes… 

 
Constance J. Ashley 
Jasmine A. Barnes 
Joshua B. Bartlett 

Liberty L. Billingsley 
Christine S. Carrasco  

Jose I. Chavira 
April L. Conway 

Courtney G. Cornell 
Jennifer E. Craig 
Joshua L. Higgins 

Brandy A. Honeycutt 
Meagan R. Honeycutt 

Stephen D. Lee 
Zowie T. O’Neal 
Brook K. Ottesen 
Mandy L. Patlan 
Hailey L. Purifoy 

Lizbeth Ramirez-Gonzalez 
Cynthia H. Wade 
Susan J. Yovonie 

 

Congratulations to our December 2015 
BAAS Graduates! 

 

Spring 2016 Newsletter Page 3 

 

“Go confidently in 

the direction of 

your dreams. Live 

the life you've 

imagined.” 

- Henry David 

Thoreau  



 We want to extend our 

congratulations to a very 

recent BAAS graduate, 

Brandy Honeycutt, on her 

exciting new career 

opportunity.   

During her last semester 

at Midwestern State, 

Honeycutt was also 

working toward her 

alternative teaching 

certification through 

iTeachTexas.  She has 

also worked full-time as a 

special education 

inclusion instructional 

aide at Wichita Falls High 

School since 2013. 

All of Honeycutt’s hard 

work and dedication has 

certainly paid off.  She 

walked the stage to 

receive her diploma in 

December and in January 

she was named the new 

Preschool Program for 

Children with Disabilities 

teacher at Cunningham 

Elementary in Wichita 

Falls, Texas.   

Way to go, Brandy! 

Juan Estrada is a senior in the 

BAAS Program.  He is pursing 

the Criminal Justice emphasis 

and plans to graduate in 

August. 

Officer Estrada is married with 

three children.  He has been 

in law enforcement for eight 

years.  He plans to continue 

his education and pursue a 

master’s degree after 

completing his BAAS.  He 

wants to pursue a career in 

education.  He chose the MSU 

BAAS program because the 

online classes allowed him the 

flexibility he needed to be able 

to manage his studies, his 

career, and his family.   

Estrada stresses that 

sometimes balancing work, 

family, and school can be a 

 challenge and that, “I have to 

be very disciplined as to how I 

spend most of my time. I plan 

ahead as much as possible 

but I have to be ready for the 

unexpected and be able to 

adjust as I go. “ 

Estrada decided to continue 

his education so that he can 

advance in his career.  He is 

also serving as a role model to 

his children.  He wants his 

children to realize the 

importance of an education. 

To ensure success as a 

distance education student, 

Estrada insists that great time 

management skills are 

essential.  He also 

emphasizes the importance of  

a good support system of 

family and friends. 

Congratulations!  

Student Profile: Juan Estrada 
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“With the new 
day comes new 
strength and 

new thoughts.” 

-Eleanor 

Roosevelt  



updating your degree plan 

regularly, it is much less likely 

that something will be missed.  

If you have any questions as to 

where something on your 

degree plan goes, let us know 

and we will clarify the 

information for you. 

Keep in mind that the Writing 

Proficiency Requirement must 

be met by all degree-seeking 

students.  Please don’t put off 

taking the exam until your final 

semester.  Doing so may derail 

your graduation plans.  If the 

exam is not passed, you will be 

required to take and pass 

ENGL 2113 and therefore will 

have to remain in school an 

additional semester in order to 

take the course. 

It is also very important to take 

advantage of early registration.  

Classes, even online classes, 

fill up very quickly.  Get advised 

and register as soon as you are 

able.  Often students wait a few 

weeks between advisement 

As educators, the last thing that 

we want to see is a student 

who is unable to graduate as 

expected.  We are your 

advocates and we want your 

educational path to be as 

smooth as possible.  There are 

a few things that you as a 

student can do to help yourself 

along the way and avoid any 

potential issues that may delay 

your graduation.   

First of all, pay close attention 

to your degree plan.  Be on the 

lookout for classes that appear 

on your degree plan that you 

did not pass or complete or 

classes that appear on your 

degree plan twice.  Make sure 

that we know about it so that 

we can check into it and make 

sure things are as they need to 

be. 

Additionally, be sure to fill in 

your degree plan as you 

progress so that you can 

closely monitor where you are.  

If both you and your advisor are 

and registration and the classes 

that they had originally planned 

to take have filled.  Students 

then scramble to put together a 

new schedule.  This puts you in 

a position where you may be 

stuck taking things that aren’t 

as interesting to you.  Also, 

don’t add classes in a panic, be 

sure to consult with your 

advisor to ensure that the class 

fits into your degree plan. 

Finally, it is very important to 

file for graduation early.  We 

ask that you to file two 

semesters prior to your 

anticipated graduation date so 

that we can get your degree 

audit back from the Registrar’s 

Office early.  This allows us 

time to address any issues that 

may arise before it puts you in 

a position that may postpone 

graduation. Be proactive and  

keep in contact with your 

advisor.  We want to see you 

succeed!  

 

3410 Taft Boulevard 

Ferguson Building, Room 102 

Wichita Fall, TX 76308 

Phone: 940-397-4400 

Fax: 940-397-4918 

E-mail: baas@mwsu.edu 

BAAS Program 

BAAS Staff: 

 
Dr. Delores Jackson 
Director 
 
Ms. Carley Kundert 
Academic Advisor 
 
Ms. Brenda Rich 
Secretary 
 
Ms. Chelbi  Daily  
Clerical Assistant 
 
Mr. Justin Parnell 
Student Assistant 

The Bachelor of Applied Arts and Sciences (BAAS) degree 

is designed to offer students with workforce education, 

vocational-technical training and/or professional experience 

in occupational fields the opportunity to obtain a baccalau-

reate degree. Such experienced professional/vocational 

students may obtain credit toward this degree via regionally 

accredited college-level course work and/or certain types of 

professional and educational training.  Students who pur-

sue the degree are required to complete the academic core 

requirements, thirty-six hours of advanced credit that is 

complementary to the vocational-technical or professional 

area, and any additional hours necessary to meet the 120-

hour university requirement as stated in the catalog.  

 

Important Reminders for Current BAAS Students—Please Read! 

Visit us online! 

http://www.mwsu.edu/academics/education/

baas/ 

http://www.mwsu.edu/academics/education/baas/
http://www.mwsu.edu/academics/education/baas/

