
 
ACADEMIC INTERNSHIP PROGRAM  

Student Frequently Asked Questions 

 
What is an academic internship? 
An academic internship is one semester of work experience relevant to your chosen major or field of study 
and in pursuit of academic credit. At the successful conclusion of the internship, you will receive 3 hours of 
academic credit towards your degree. 
  
Why should I participate in an internship? Am I eligible? 
Although you will be obtaining a valuable degree from MSU Texas, experience will give you a competitive edge 
in finding a job in your chosen field. Furthermore, internships give you the opportunity to network with quality 
employers in the local community and beyond. Lastly, an internship helps build your resume by providing 
learning experience potential employers demand. Students in their junior or senior years with a 2.5 GPA are 
eligible. MBA students should have a 3.0 
  
How long is the internship experience? 
Academic internships correspond to the fall, spring, or summer terms at MSU, and you must spend a minimum 
of 150 hours on the jobsite and meet all other course requirements to obtain the 3 hours of academic credit. If 
your schedule permits and the business agrees, you may put in additional hours beyond the minimum 
requirement. 

 
Will the 3 hours of academic credit apply to my degree plan for graduation? 
Most degree plans in the Dillard College of Business provide for one internship opportunity to apply toward 
your required hours for graduation. Please consult with Faculty Advisor or Academic Counselor. In some 
instances, you may be allowed an additional internship (3 academic hours) that would fulfill your required 
hours for graduation. 
 
Will I get paid for the internship? 
Although the primary purpose of the internship program is to give a student relevant business experience in 
his or her chosen field, compensation during the internship experience is certainly an incentive. Many 
internship opportunities offer monetary compensation, but an unpaid internship still offers valuable 
experience and could help you develop contacts that lead to future paid internship or employment 
opportunities. 
 
Sounds great! How do I get started? 
Download and read the Pre-Internship Info and Checklist document. Schedule an appointment with the 
Internship Coordinator by logging into Navigate.  Select “Make an Appointment”, choose location as Dillard 
College, select “Advising” and choose “Internship.” 

 
What if I don’t have a resume? 
The Career Management Center (940.397.4473) (cmc@msutexas.edu) is an excellent resource for this! 
Contact a helpful person in that office or download the Mustangs Survival Guide. 
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https://msutexas.edu/academics/business/internship/student-forms-procedures.php
https://msutexas.navigate.eab.com/app/#/authentication/remote/
https://msutexas.edu/career/mustangs-hire.php
https://msutexas.edu/career/_assets/files/mustangs-survival-guide.pdf

